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Very little has been wr itten about the interesting

Kareshan Unity 1écated at Hstero, near Fort iyers, Flor-
ida. In order to obtain the luformation necessary to
write ﬁn'economic history of this communistic experiment
it was necessary to visit the Unityy li#ing‘as a guest
smongst the members, eating at their common table, work—
ing at their daily tasks, hunting and fishing with them,
enjoying “heirkleiauras, participating in their philo-
sophic discuqs;cfs,l and in gmnural acquarln" thelr ideals
and their outlook upon life. Without the u&ml"t nce of
the members of the Unity this thesiauwauld have been
impracticable. The‘author is indeed glad to take this
opportunity to thank the membersAof the Unity, particu-
larly ir. G. V. Hunt and Ir. H. D. Silverlriend, for

their cooperation in furnisping material for this t

and for their kind hospite llty.

At this time the writer YlShGu to thank the meumbers

of his graduate committee atl the University of Floride,
Professor Howard E Myers, PEQL@Q&OF Luciug I. Bristol,

and Professor Blmer J. Baolg, who kindly supervised the

.writing of this thesis. The author is especially indebt-

ed to Professor hyers, cheirman of the comnitise, Ior

nesia

-



his encouragewent, advice and constructive criticism.

Ro Sru— Bs

Gainesville, Florida

May 15, 1928
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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this thesis is to give a brier
‘economic history and analysis of a communistic séciaty
in Florida -— the Koreshan Unity; The intention has
Abeen‘to gather the facts, sift them, and arrange theun
logically into a clear description and exposition. For
this aim the writer has concentrated his efforts.

It has been found thaﬁ a "fact" is an elusive
ihing, difficult to find, that many desired facts have
_been impossible to secure, that supposed facls have
bheen twisted, exaggerated or aver éstimated, that other
facts have undergone an inevitable change in belng
ﬁassed'from person to person. The author hagea that
by comparison, élimination4 analysis and deduction, a
fairly accurate descripliion has been secured.

The author hés sttempted to exclude his personeal
bias or Opinicné frcm the following pages, and to make
-the study as accurate and unblased as possible. Vhere
personal bias is allowed to creep in, a study loses value
as economic history, and becomes merely the individual

-

reactions of its writer.

Since we have today no genarally accepted dellini-

“tion or conception of what progress is or how Lo measure

e

it, and since, furthermore, the author was most cordially




entertained for nearly a month by the Koreshan Unity,
he does not feel %that this thesis should include g
eritical enalysis of the éommunity; any critical
analyaia which could be givan would refluct only the

personal attiuuce of the writer in any event, since

~gociety as yet has not agreed as to what things con-

stitute progfe#s.

Theithesis includes eleven cha pters. First is
“an introcductory 5uumwrj of Koreshanity, ziven by its
founder. This has been included two 3ive the reader
Some preliminary acqueintance with the community amdv
the people he is to study. U ‘ : ’

Chapters two and three deseribe the astronomical

and reli*ious beliefs of the community. An understanding

of these b““lc factors is essential, for the comnunity

is primarily a religious organization and itg religion

‘depends directly upon its astronomical beliefs.

With these basic matters in mind, we can then
proceed 1o survey briefly the history of the community,
to give a general description gf if, and to discuss itsg
organization, the aroup characteristics of the Unity.

Chapter eizht d¢acuv*e the various industries of
&

the comaunity and the work of the members, while Chapter

nine discusses the attitnde the Koreshans hold towardg

i s
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the reigning social system of ioday -~ Capitalism.

‘ Chapter ten contains a brief ex pOSlulQH of Koreshan
pfo?hecies concerning the future of the world and of Ko-
reshanity. Belief in these prophecies is a @trong Pactqr
in holding the communluy together in tbe.antioipabion of
their ultimate reward in this earth.

Chapter eleven suggests certain criteria by which
the reader may evaluste the community but, in accordance
with the belief af the author as previously expragged,
does not in 1twelf contain aﬂ evaluation, nor‘does it
attempt to evaluate the criteria wmlch are suggested.

The only claim made for these criteria is that they
widely acoegueu in the social thlﬂklﬂb of today.

For further study, the reader is referred to the
bibliography, wialch has been divided into threé seotiﬂns;
'first books rels ting to the Koreshan Unity, second, books
inlwhich material for further studj in evaluetion may
be found, and third, books which will presemt hriéfly
the histories of other social ey cr‘, nts in the United
States,; exgeriments in some rgspectg like, and in some

respeclts unlike, the Koreshan Tnity.

Ta
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CHAPTER I
A GLANCE AT KORESHANITY

In order thal we may have a working basis upon
which to begin our study of Koreshanity a short compre-
hensive glan&e is given here. Vhat follows in this
chapter is similar to a prelude, a n@cesﬁary introduc—
tion. This will serve to introduce a most fascinating
interpretation of our'ﬁery existence, and upon it &
golution for perfect coordination of life is fouﬁded,

Its scope is all-inclusive and its explanation very dif- .
ferent from that usually accepted. |
~First, we should know what Koreshanity is. Koresh,
- Doctor Cyrus R. Tecd, the founder of Koreshan philosophy
and sclence, states briefly in five paragraphs what it is.
His definition follows

"Koresnanity is the new Religio-Science, proceeding
from Christianity as its fruit, as Christianity proceeded
from Judaism as its fruit. Vhen the Holy Spirit opersted
in the beginning of the age, its influence was pronounced

g : in the establishment'of Cowmnunism as the very foundation
of the social life of the followers bf the Lor&.4 Those
who received the Holy Ghost went and sold their possessions

ahd 'brought the prices of the things that were sold, and

Yoresnanity (circular)

Mww
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laid them down at the Apostles® feet: and distribution

was made unto every man according as he had need.!

"The early church was communistic. The reason
compunism did not continue as the result of the progress
,of the church is because in its declension it went, body

and soul, over to paganism, where it i

w

destined to re-
main until the Lord's manifestation in the pfoductiom of
the Sons of God, and, through the development of this
order, the complete wanifestation of the Kingdom of
Righteousness throughout th@.earth,

"Koreshanity is developing organic communism in
the practical formetion of communistic gfoﬁés, the cein-
tral group being at the present time in Estero, Florids.
The forw and functibn'of\the physical universe are taken
és the pattern for organic socletal arrangement. It is
for this reason that a knowledge of cosmogony must con-
stitute the foundetion for the orcerly construction of

the social Xingdon.

"Koreshanity is an endorsement and confirmation of

i ‘
both Judaism before its fall, and Christianity, before
Ll
paganisn enforced its declension and prostitution. ¥o-
reshanity 1s the restoration of the authority and practi-
cal Torce of the law ol God. 'Zlessed ars they thet do
s & L
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his commandments, that they may have right to the free of

life, and may enter through the gates into the city.t 4

restoration to Zdenic purity is an essential factor to

the inheritance of life.

"We are to hecome immorﬁal here, in the body; this
transf;rmation is theyreincarmation, the resurrection of
the dead; and there are thousands in the flesh today @hm
will pass out without the ordinary corruptible dissolu-

tion of the bhody, for the time is at hand vhen there shall

‘be no more death. This is to be accomplished through the

fead

science of religion.®
This tells us briefly what Koreshanity is; now let
us praceed to a hurried glance into Xoreshanity. In the

Flaming Sword, a propagandist publication of the Koreshan

Unity, in the issue of July twelfth, 1901, & brief sunuery

J
of Koreshan Universology is found'. This synopsis is not
only condensed but also authentic. To reproduce this sum-
mary will give us a further foundation for our study end

at the same time an insizht into the characlter of the peo-
ple who profess Koreshanity. This summary is given under
-

fourteen headings, vrefaced bty a narsgraph off introduchion.
Yoped ’ N ES Dot

T

(6]

"Koreshan Universology is a complete system of Science

of the zraot Universe of Life; and it involves the knovled_ s

Svord: July 12, 1901, (a. K. 61)
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of the Creator and his creation,h The name by which it is
designated, in contradiction to perverted Christianity, is
é
Koreshanity; and the new Religion must supplant Christian-
ity, as Christianity supplanted Judaism. Kbreshan;ty has

come to fulfil the hope of the world in thne liberstion of

~humanity from the curse, in the establishment of the king-

dom of God and earth, the introduction o the new Tra of

Light and Life, of universal harmony and happiness,

"What does Koreshanity teach? \iie present a brief
Summéry of the System —— g fey cardinal points, which
will serve to suggest the greaﬁ scope of the Systen in
its completeness. It is the antithesis of a11 modern the-

ories, of all schools of Thought, It is the climax of all

o

mental progress, the ultimate and absolute truth of celng

-and sxistence; it is the revelation of all mystery, the

uncovering of the oceult; the true explanation of all phie-—
nomena, the scientific interpretation of nature ang the
Bible.

“Cosmogony. - The universs is a cell, a hollow

globe, the physicel body of which is the earth; the sun

o

is at the center. We live on the inside of the cell; and

L4
£

the sun, moon, planets gnd

%

The universe is eternal, & .recst betlery, and perpetuclly

slars are all within the zlobe.

renews iteelf through inherent functions, by virtus orf

~ - e B
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which it involves and evolves itself.
"Alchemy.— The Science of Alchemy is the Philosoph-
erts Stone, the Key to the mystery of life. Chemistry is
4

false; alchenmy is true! Ietter and energy are intercon-

vertible and interdependent; they are correlates; matter

'is destructible; the result of its transmutation to energy;

alchemy is the key to the analysis of the universe.

*llessianic Law.- The coming of the Messiah is as

ine&itébl& as the reproduction of the seed. The divine
Seed was sown nineteen hundred years age; the first-fruit
is another Messianic personality. The lessiah is now in
the world, declaring the scientific Gospel [during life of
Korashj, ‘
| "Reincarnation is the central law of life ;mAthe lay

X )
of the resurrection.- Reincarnstion and resurrection are

identical. Resurrection is reached through & succession of
re-~empodiments. One generatlon passes into another; the
millions of humenity march down the stream of time togetner.

"The Spiritual Viorld.— Heaven and hell are in hu-

manity, and constitute the spiritual world; the spiritual
-

domain ls mental, and is in the natural humenity, - not in

the sky.

-

"Human Testiny.- Origin and destiny are one and the

same. The origin of man is God, and God is man's destiny,




God is the highest product of the universe, the apex of
humanity. ‘Absorption into Nirvena is entrance into
eternal life -— in the interior spheres of humanity,
not in the sky or atmosphere.

o

®Immortality in the Flesh.- Koreshanity declares

and defines the laws of imﬁartality5 and its attainment
in the natural world. The first step istrecmgnition of
the Messiah.and the application of his truth. Koresh
wag the first in modern times to announce the possibility
of overcoming death in the natural world, in thé flesh.

"Celibacy.~ The Saving of human life consists in
the consefvation and appropriation of life in humanity.
To become immortal, one must cease to propagate life on
the plane of mortality. The standard of Koreshan purity
is the virgin life of Jesus the lessiah. The Céhtral
Order of the Koreshan Unity is celibate and communistic.
Celivacy obtains in the central nécleus, never in the
world at large [only members 5f the Heelesia are by low
celibate] .

"Psvchnologve— Koreshanity points to the basis of

all psychic phenoumena —— the human brain. It explains
s

the phenomena of spiritism, mental healing, et cetera,

and teaches the science of the revelation of mind end

atter,

&

o

*
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"The Bible.~ The Bible is the best written expres~

sion of the divine Mind; it is written in the languagse of
universal symbolism, and must be sclentifically interpre-
ted. Koreshanity demonstrates the truth and scientific

accuracy of the Scriptures, and proves its astronomy,

falchemy3 theology, ethnology, et cetera. There is no

conflict between the Bible and genuine Scilence, the Bible

and the natural universe must agree in their expression
of the divine Mind.

"Communism.~ Koreshanity advocates communism, not
only of the goods of life, but of 1ife itself. Tt has
not only the scientific theory of communism, but is prac-
fically communistic in the relations and affairs of its
own people. In this it corresponds to the primitivé
Christian church, where all thinzs were held in cowmon.
The bond of the true communism is the true religion, znd
the central personality of the divine communism is the
Messiah.

"Koreshan Socialism.-~ Our Social System is pat-

terned after the form of the natural cosmos; that form

L4 .
is the natural expression of the laws of order. Ue de-

monstrate the fellacy of competisml; advocate the de-

*

struction of the money-power; the control of the »roducts

i

4 Competism is used by roresh 10 wean competition.
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of industry by the government, and the equitable distri-
bution of the goods of Llife. Koreshanity will abolish
wage slavery, and make it impossible for men to accumu-~

late wealth and impoverish the peaople.

b

Church and State.~ The tyue form of governument
is the divine Imperialism, the unity of church and state;
such will be the Kingdom of God in earth. The Koreshan
Government is the unity of the empire and the republic,
involving the principles of all present forms of govero-

[

ment, which are but fragments of the perfect system which
fe) o

existed in ancient times —— in the Golden Age of the past.

The government of the universe is lmperislistic and hu-

manity will constitute a unit only waen every class is
emplaced at rest and liberty as are the strata, stars and

spheres of the physical cosmos.”

This, in brief, is Koreshenity. The following

chapters will elucidate, delving deeper into its philos—

&

ophy, religion, and economic system.
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CHAPIER I7T

CELLULAR COSHOGONY

The world at large believes in the Copernican sys-
tem of astronomy, that we live upon the outer surface o2
a globe 25,000 miles in circumference and 8,00Q miles in
diameter, which revolves upon its axis once in twenty-
four hours, and whirls in its orvit around the sun at
the tremendous speed of ninetecn miles per second. Not
5o with the Koreshans. Not only do they claim to dis-
prove the Copernican theory but also 4o establish the
fact that we are actually'livihg upon the inner surface
of the globe, and that the earth is stationary, the sun
revolving on its axis at a fixed point within the earth.
But this is only one of the many startiing and revolu-
Lionary beliefs entertained by these people.
| The founder of the Koreshan System, Doctor Cyrus
Re Teed, reagsoned cy analogy that 211 life —— whether in

+

1]
the mineral, vegelavle, animal or human wingdoms —~ orig-

Buts

nates in cellular conditions, and therefore the uvniverse
in its entirety, conforming to thig hatural law, must be
cellular (a hollow sphere) in fu;m, with the peopie in-
habiting or living in it. Naturally he recognized that

there are many winds to whom analozical recsonling mekss

no appeal, so he organized a geodetic sitaff to demonstirate
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by physical survey and other tests whether the earthts
surface is actually convex as ordinarily velieved, or

concave as he contended. ‘ ;

The premise of the KoreshanvSystem may be stated
briefly as follows:?t A straight line extended at right
angles from a perpendicular post (plumbline), ovar land
% or water surface, will meet the wata@“or surface of the
earth at a distance proportionate to the height of the
perpendicular. It is argued that this proves conclusive-
ly that the earthrs surface curves uvpward and not down,
as generally believed:~

Doctor Cyrus R. Teed, known as Koresh, comments:
“However strange it Inay seem to you, the dewonstrated
fact that the surface upon which we live is concave,
constitutes the fundamental premise of a new>3y5tem of
Science, involving the solution of all problems of life

and creation. Knowledge is pover; and the knowledge of

the universe al once puts into the ﬁjﬂd of the Discover-
er, the supreme power over the world of mind and matter.
It is the key to all realms of thought -~ the Philosoph-

o

er's Stone. It discloses the laws of Organic Unity, and

<

L Koresh: Cellularp Coswozony (circulary
2 For refutztion of this premise ses Young's General

Astronomg.
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is the unerring guide in the formation of & true System
of Social Econmmy.”l
The geodetic survey alluded to was conducted on

the gulf beach at Naples, Florida, in the winter of

1 1896-97. Naples is located twenty-two miles south of

Bstero. This location for the survey was selected by

"the geodetic staff for the reason that here there were o

obstructions to interfere with the running of the line,
and the shore is free from depressions in the surface of
the earth. Here on the shores of the Gulf of llexico

stretches for miles a glassy shell beach, formed by &

~long projected peninsula which ends only when it reaches

Gordon Pass. | ‘

For the purpose of performing this survey, a sur-
érisingly simple instrunent, termed a rectilineator, had
been devised, consisting of several double-T squares

~

made of seasoned mahogany, twelve feet long, with four-

&

fool cross arms which ware tipped with brass facinus and

5_‘_'3
]

held exactly square by long diagonal tension rods. The
double-T squares were mounted horjzontally on upright
standards, pinned firnly o the grouad, and the sections

were adjusted to the desired positions with thumbscrevs.

Iy

- Koresn: General Inforaation Concerning roresnan Uniuy
(circular)
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After subjecting the apparatus to crucialvprelimm
inary tests as to its accuracy, a start was made on the
gulf beach, the first section or doﬁblewT square being
carefully leveled by use of the plumbline with its axis
above the water level. Thereafter no plumbline, level
or other instrument was employed; each subsequent sec—
fion.was adjusted to the one before it until the bress
facings on the cross—arms exactly met and the sections

were then bolted together. The rear section was thes

ot

'Qarried ahead and adjusted to the foremost section of
the rectilineator, and thus the survey advanced, section
by section, the median line of the double-T sguares be-
ing projected as a straignht line by the simple mechanical

e

ad justment of right angles. Fach section of the recti-~
lineator was reversed (end for end) at every adjustment
to neutralize any possible inaccuracies, and 2ll measure-
ments were tawen from water level, which conforms ©o
‘whatever may be the form of the earth's surface. At the
end of the first mile the survey line was 8.02 inches
nearer the water than at the stari, showing the water
£l

surflace 1o have curved upwerd that amount in this distance,

and at the distance of four miles the line ran into the

T,
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calculations, will be found to very nearly conform to

the relations of a chord and radii over an arc of 25,000

miles circumference and a diameter of 8,000 miles.
Numerous other experiments were conducted, such gs
restoring ships to full view with the telescope after

they had passed out of sight to the unaided vision and

were supposed to have disappeared around the convex curve

& A
of the water's surface. A large white targzet was also

viewed on the Waples Bay at a distance of three miles

‘with the object glass of the telescope placed gt the sur-

face of the water. Accardinglto calculations of mathe-
maticians and astronomers, the earth curves eight inches
in the first mile, and in subsequent miles by eight times
the square of the distance. Hence if the sarth were

s,

convex, that target at three miles would have been six
feet around the curve, and below any possibility of ob-
servation.

Having thus established to his own setisfaction

the concavity of the earth and its direction of curve-

tion, Koresh continued to reason thet the sun is & central

<

transforming point for interchenze of subshtances of the

material physical universe. PFurther, the astral center

-

has a light and darik sicde 2 phenovenon which oivas risa
s H [

&

o

- yo—
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have the great cell or egg of

14

to all the variations of lightness and darkness to vhich
the universe is subjected. This astral center, with its
concomitant solar system, revolves upon its axis; the

earth being relatively and comparatively stetionary. Such

-a cosmogonical construction, reasons Koresh, is in har-

meny with all forms of creation, and has the advantaze of
being in agreement with the laﬁs off developnent as evefyw
where observed, wvherever the order of srowth comes within
the scope of observation and reason. In this systen we

P

development, the proyress

o

of growth corresponding to the general law of incubaticn.

ot

1

This opens a new field of phenowmena which like the
& &
above is entirely revolutionary. Beneath the certh's

o 5
L

ed according

Y]

e
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surface are seven metallic strat

P

- Lo their relstive specific gravity. Upon this is based

the principle of levity in contrast +o grevity, for everyv-

thing has its distance from the astral center at which

-

point it has no weight. The sun or astral center ig
continuelly throwing out a force, which force prevents

everything from rushing to it 2s a magnetic atiractor.

When this Torce and ©

1

» R 4
ne specifllic gravity of the sub

o

tance

e

exactly counteract each other, then that substance has
af ?

e

Tound its static position in the cellular universe,
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These strata conmprise the basis of the gal?anammag»
netic battery, or the negative compound element of a cell
of which the central sun is the positive element. AlL
the energies of the physical universe are the product of
the interchange of a spiritual solution betveen ihe sun
and the physical universe.

The planetary system is the reflection of the me-
tallic planes, each stretum reflecting its own planet in
the heavens. Between the asiral center znd the surface
of the earth there are three bends of atmosphere, varying

~in density and content. These bands are, first, ouyzen,
.’next, hydrogen, and then the beyond atmosphete ~= the séa
of aboron, so termed by Koresh. The wmetallic base com-
prising the circumference of the earth, made up of lavers
or slates of metallic substance, constitutes the firna-
ment. Zach layer or plane is a réflecting surface from
which stellar grcups are focélized in the heavens. The
outer rim of tbe‘sp1ere is approximately one hundred
miles from the iNﬂef rim, and is comnosed of the heavier
metals —— such as platinum, gold, et cetera.

The limits of the universe afe measurable and de-
terminable, reasons Koresh, and in it everything thatl

exists is contained. How dirfferent frun the ordinary

conceplt that the heevens are infinite and Thatl nothing
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is explanable! "Upon the principle of cellular construc-

tion,” says Korésh, 21l things become definable and

explaﬁable.” A
”Chemiétry is a false science, a blind attempt in

explanation of the universe. There is nothing which

i)

does not change continually --— evén the stones and dirt
upon which we tread are undergsing interchenge. Alchemy
is the true science," concludes Koresh. "For atoms zare
noﬁ eternal but oonstantly being changed into spirit; in
which form they ascend to the astral center for rejuvena-
tion and transformation. returning later to evolving
matter. "t Interesting is the light in which Koreshenity
holds chemistry and the chemist. "Yet the chemist talks
about the way atoms are combined, and draws figures and
constructs models to'prmve it. And he doesn'®t do this
for his amusesment, bﬁt because he is helped by it. He

talks in the languaze of chemistry, as the mathematician

L]

ot

talks in the language of mathemstice. Sowme day he willy
no doubt, understand the languege better. Probably the
1angﬁage will be changed, and that which he now uses will
seem like prattle4of en infant."%

In the study of the relation of matter and spirit,

Koreshan Universology recognizes the law of transmutation;

T ioresn: Cellular Coszaosony
2 prof, Ire nemsey icClure: ¥Flewing Sword, February,l901.

v &
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matter is destructible and is the product of the materi-
alizétion of its co-ordinate essential or spiritual
counterpart. The astral center or sun is continually
radiating spiritual essences which metamorpnose, bhecom-
ing matter. In a similar manner, matter by becoming
spirit ascends to the)astfél center, thus perpetuating
the relation of center and circumference. By this in-
terchange there is a development which progresses fron
minersl to vegetable to ahimal ﬁo human and finally to

God Center.

y)

?

Reasoning by correspondential enalogy, Koreshanity

Q

establishes a center for a like change of human substance,
1 .

- and by such changes humanity attains to perfection. ir

there is a center for the physical world there is a center

For humanity, which center is God. This organization is

termed anthropostic. The previous disgcussion, relative

‘Lo the astral center and metter, is termed the alchemico-

organic cosmos or order. These two processes mey be cou-
bined in one phrase, organos-vital cosmos.

By this process of evolution, belter referred to as
involution, wmen finally may atta{n perfection in.the form
of one of the sons of God. The spirit of a deceésed per-

son is reincarnated in a new born person, whose snirit has

+ Interview with G. w. iunt, Srosidant or Caity.




galned exXperiences through itg life periog in its earlier
carnal body. The carnal, materigl body returns to the
mineral kingdom ang by srowth again climbs the scale or
involution —- being used by the Vegetable Kingdom, which
in turn is consumed by the animal, which in its turn ig
consumed by the God, or Spiritual, kingdom. 7Tt ig g

proceus of amproprldtlon of vhe hetter qualities, which

are passed along til1 Ilnally only the best are concen—
tratmd in a few Persons ordained to pe perfect 9mh061m~nm¢°
The number of those yho are to finally attain per-

fection ig limited to 144,000 men ang & like number op
women; from whom will be formegd 144,000 biume perfect
créauures, the sons or God. At the ordained time, auto-

. ‘Matically, the Spirit of one nan and the syirit or one
woman shgall conjugate in fusion, resulting in g neuter

such

ag

teing w- Carist, according to the Koreshans, bein

& personsze. 1o matter where each part oo that i velng may

be at the appolnted mowent, it Will seek its Other ha

10

with electronic Speed, for now they are cogs Godtg

ar o

s

? Spirit has bheen distributeg among his sons, This limiteda
luaber is g regylt of the numerical emplification of the
) '
: one son of Gog.
The cycle or involution ig estimated gt apProvi-
‘ mately 24,000 JeErs; in which time perfection by the
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process of met amorphosis and 1nﬁ@rchgn&0 has finally ocen
concentrated into the elect. This cycle is divided into
twelve dispensations, each dispensation gathering as waves

to a crest, throwing forth & perfected example by which

the following epoch may evolve and involve. These exa -~

ples are called seed-men (Ifessiahs), and 4o them a certain

2

irit en-

A

amount of truth is entrusted; their infolding sp
light@ns the age. Only that amount of truth is disclosed
which can be comprehended by the evolvad and involve
epoch; giving succ eeding ssed-men a larger and more per-
fected knowledge and spirit. Xoresh, the founder of the
Koreshan Unity, is the last of the seced-men before the

o

ultimate appearance of the perfected sons of God. Adan,

Enoch, Noah, loses, Hlijah, and Jesus were all such beinga

for their respective epochs.

By a Toreshortening principle of epochs, the Kore-

‘shans conclude that this 1auu period is somewhsat shorter

than two thousand vears in length., The exact length is
() e

3

incomputable, however, exceplt to Xoresh, who considered

it best not to divulge this tnovledge. Perlaps a thousand

years, pernaps more or less, ande.the anthronostic universe
y A & IS

will be developed to perfection. At that time the sons of

Gad will be the rulers and priests of the earth congti-
& 3

tuting the sevan orders which the universe will then bring
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CHAPTER 11T

AELIGION

The Bible is accepted by Horeshans as the best writ-
ten expression of the Word of God, but not until this
dispensation had man developed sufficiently for God +o
make his truths fully known. In each epoch God has in-

3

structed

o

the seed-man or Jessiah only to that degree +o
which comprehension has involved Lo humanity. Finally,
the cycle of development has reached sufficient perfec—
tion that God has made all things cognizable. To Koresh,
the lMessiah of this final dispensation and founder of
Koreshan Unity, was given all knowledge of the universe,
the interpretation of the Scriptures, and th@hpower of
instruction.

In the forty-fourth and forty-rifta chapters of

Isaiah there is recorded the rophetic declaration of
&

‘the character and name of the Messiah (Koresh) of the

new cdispensation. This name is Cyrus, or in the orliginal
Hebrew, Koresh, which the Koreshans velieve to refer to

1

Cyrus Ramond Teed. Isailah the prophet foretold the com-

ing of Koresh, who would enlighten the world ana prepare

huwanity for the final era, a perfected universe. The

o
last verse of the forty-fourth chepter and the TCirst verse

& my

of the forty-fifth chanter of Isaiah, accordius to +the
Y ’ s

.
7.

oreshans, gives us the prophecy concerning Cyrus: "That
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saith of Cyrus, He is my -shepherd, and shall perform all

my pleasure; even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be build;

and to the temple, Tay foundation shall4be laid refer-
ring to the new Jerusalem to be built at the present lo-
cation of the Koreshan Unity . Thus saith the Tord to
his anointed, to Cyrus, whEse right hand I have holden,
to subdue nations belfore him; and T will loose the loins
of kings, 10 open before him the two leaved gates; and
ﬁh% gates shall not bve shut.®

The eleventh and thirteenth verses of the forty-
fifth chapter of Isaiah declare a further prophecy. "Thus
saith the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and hiﬁ aker,
asx me of things to ;ome concerning my sons, and concern-

ing the work of my hands command ve me.® "I have ralsed
L »

~him up in righteousness, and I will direct all his we S

he shall build my city, and he shall let go my Captives,
not for price nor reward, saith the Lord of hosts." The
Koreshans again point to this reference as substantiating
the present location of the Unity and foretelling the city
to be built there.
: w
Again in the eighth verse of the third chapter of

Zechariah, the Koreshans joint to the prophecy of the con-

x

ing of ¥oresh and the final dispensation of perfect sons

of God. "Hear now, 0 Joshua the high priest, thou and thy
. 2%
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fellows that sit before thee: for they‘are nen wondered
at: for behold, I will bring forth my ssrvant The
Branchi."™ Koreshans could give innumerable Scriptural
references -- oo many to be included in this disserta-
tion.

The spirit of reincarnation, which subsisted in
Koresh and today is a part of God, can be traced in its
carnal embodiments.® Doctor Cyrus R. Teed came in the
line of genealogy, through the tribes of Jose?h, wiich
were carried avay into lesopotemia and lost —— infil-
trated by inte}marriage with the lledians and Persians
into whose royal families the offspring of Joseph were

-

married. Cyrus, ethnologically, was Egyptian in descent,

o |

through HEgyptian ethnic absorption. Israel was carried

(]
ct
£
=
tte

away into IMesop

&

a, and was lost by infiltration with

the Ilediang, Poersians, and h&&’ll ens. COyrus was a des—
3

cendant then of ledia and Persia, where the Isrselites

2.

were asbsorbed.
The Koreshan concept of God is that given in Col-
ossiens, chapter one, from the fiftsenth through the
L4

nineteenth verses: "Who is the image of the invisible

God, the first-born of every creature: For by him were

T COJJ&DAC&tLDQ Uj ir. Go Ls Do with Koresh: Panonled
nd ¥ ;
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all things created that are in heaven, andAthat are in
earth, visible and invisivle, whether they be thrones,
or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things
Were created by him, and for him: And he is bhefore all
things, and by him all things consist; and he is the
head of the 5ody, the church: who is the beginning, the
first-born from the dead; that in all things he might
have the prememinencee. For it pleased the Father that

in him should all fulnecs dyell . ®

| el

" Koresh, having thus established bis claim to pro-

phetic powers and knowledge of the truth, interprets the

Seriptures that men may see the light and attain the
perfection predestined. In the ten commanén@nté lie
the foundation principles of Koreshan religion and life.t
"Thou shalt have nons other gods belore me." This,
‘gifies thét~£hq8@_seed~men (ilessiahs)

ot n

.end and beginning of each dispensation
, A e

contain Lhe, spirit of 30é, ancve whon Lan must place no

Enoch, Noah, iiozes, Elijeh, Jesus and Zoresh. Koresn,
appearing last in the cycle of development, has at
a fuller spirit of Gad nucleus, & nearer example of ithe

&

ultimate gods —- the 144,000 perfect sons of God,

<

1
£

et
o]

L Intervisy with . S. 058
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of man, who have not attained

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or
any likeness of anything that is in heaven abave, or that
is in the earth beneath, or that is in the waters beneath

the earth.” This merely implies that offspring are not to

be produced by those who wish to asttain perfection, for

children are usually worshipped by their parents. The
Koreshan Unity is a group of »neople who zim to reach per-
fection and therefore live a life of celibacy. In order

1

to reach the higher life sex passions mnbﬁ be overcoule by

those who would become the sons of God, To other orders

Lo the inner ecclesia, it
is norwal to beset childrea. Tn eo doing they sin, but
this sin is yet to be overcouwe by them in the lonterchangze

of thewselves with the God centsr. The Foreshan Unity is

R

Lo grow Ly additisns from outer groups who feel they have

1

attained to the rﬁ”uloi 3 orowih and development.

In the gospel of Saint John, celewwy is ar

&

ain come
mended for “he inuer ecaiesla. Mihosoever is born of God

cothr not cowmit sin, for the seed rewaineth in him: and
3

~he cennot sin, because he is born of God."t Koresh further

interprets; "it is throuch wan's supremacy over his animal
?

+

nature that ue comes i.ts his divine relationship and

[

authority., It is imoossitle for man to live in the lust
J .

L

el

foresh:  The 3ciance of the cecsloius
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of the flesh and at thejsam& time enter the domain of di-
vine existence. Celibacy is a stepping stone to immortal
lifeol

"Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God

in vain: for the Lord w111 noet hold him guiltless that

~taketh hlo namea rn vain." This does not include the sc-

cepted ides that cursing is taking the name of the Lord

thy God in vain, but rather refers to those who would set

themselves up as prophets without the divinity of God.

&

br]

alse prophets and impostors take the name of God in vain.

"Keep the Sabbath day to sanctify it, as the Lord

~thy God hath commanded thee.” Xoresh tells us that human-

l

Ras seven senses, namely heering, smelling, uasting,v
seeing, feeling, orgasm (upon arriving at puberty) and
gestation. While the female has the power to conceive
and gestate the new férm, the impregnation comes from the

ale. Zefore the Sabvbath day of rest i reacned, the

=]

)

proQagative forces of both the male and femszle must be
conse er‘. In the inner ecclesia this seventh gense,

o

avb

@
(9]

analozous to th ath, seeks rest, atteining finally
to perfection in the biuge being.* Thus the day of rest
is reached by both man ané woman. "VYhat God hath Jjoined

together, let no man put asunder." God created the world

in six days end rested on the seventh, which was rest Trou
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creagtion,
"Honour thy father ang thy mother, as the Lord thy
God hath commanded thee; that thy days may ve orolonged,

and that it may go well with thee, in the land which the

Lord thy God giveth thee.® God is the parent of us all,

being both father ang mother, and Him hunmenity must hounor,
not the worldly carnal parents who give the soul reincar-
nation.

"Thou shalt not kill"™, from the Koreshan standpoint,

‘means first that you shell not deprive your fellow man of

his natural life, ang secondly, that sensuality of the

o

mind draws down from the spiritual realm of the ming the

.

spirits of the God center, precipitating and murdering

&

them. ! Hale 1s a displacement or good, therefore any-

o

~one who hates kills googd. This second interpretation, the
- Py H

Koreshan addition, is an intangible qualification —— hav-

ing an evil thought is equivalent to crucifying Jesus.

Likewise, evil thoughta'orucify Koresh, the proshet of

this aze.

"Neither shalt thou comait adultery.” 1ot only

does the act of adultery or fornication consvitute a bresk-

@

)

ing of this law but also the thought of lust is eguivelent
1o the zct or adultery. Those who abide withln the eccle-

sla are overcomin- adultery —— 45 211 other orders, which

[

L Koresh: 9ha Sciznce of the Lecelosne,




are yet much less perfect, such passions are natural. How-

ever, even to these orders, adultery will be ultimately

overcoms,

"Neither shalt thoy steal.m Anything which belon:

i
o

s
to a person -— hs it of his makiﬁg, or mind, or ctherwige.mw
if appropriated by another without equal compensation is
stolen. The acquiring of profits upon sales is an act of
stealing; the amount of gain is the amount purloined. An
individual buying an article for one doilar which he sells
for a dollar and ammlf, steals fifty cents,

"Neither shalt thoy bear false witness against thy

neighbor." Testitony that is untrue, whether it be given

consciously or unconsciously, voluntarily or involuntarily,
‘constitutes aﬁ act of bearing false witness. The procla—
mation of & false doctrine to the world is a lie and the
“bearing of false witnéss.

"Neither shalt ﬁhau desire thy neighborts wife,
neither shalt thou covet thy neighbor's house, his field,
or his man~-gservant, or his maid-servant, his 0X, or his

o 885, or anything that is thy neignbortg®, Desiring some-
thing which does nbn belong to a person is coveting and
an infringement Of.the Law. The gﬁving of theat which is

not truth is coveting from %he truth.
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Involved in the summary of the ten commandments,
Koresh states, is that principle of love for one's neign-
bors, which canﬁot be fulfilled independently of a com-
munistic life, a relationship conformable to the condi-
tion of the phurch in its inception. MHere, after the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the spirit of brotherhood
and of unity pervaded the church. Koresh further adds;
®the early church was communistic and the principle of
celibacy pervaded the souls of as many as were touched
with the IHoly Spirit. The very character of the Holy
Ghost would purify the thought and elevate it above the
propensities of the flesh. !

Koreshans believe thét the Lrinity of God, vib-

lically called the Father, Son, and Hol Spirit, refers
y Y ok

. to the mele, female and final fusion of the two into the

biume perfect son of God. Thus the trinity of the Fa-
ther, Son, and Holy Spirit are united into one essernce,
which @Ssenoe‘is‘then distributed among ths 144,000 sons
of God.

This chapter may well close wit
PImmortality.”

"None hath immortality but God,

. "The Oracle proclaims;

"1Tis promised yet, withal, that
"Thouzgh High Prisst —— iaaortcl Son,

L Koresh: The Ocisnce oF Lhe Decalosue
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"Other Sons arise :
"Immortal as the Son himself.
"Thus the Godnead dwells
"In conscious entitly in every Son
"Who, throush overcoming, attains the goal.
"Our Prophet now arisen
"Is Priest andg King anew,
"And with his word baptizes
"That his comnandment s we fulfill
"And thus the right be ours to Tree

of Life.
"Ilake of us the immortal gates
"Of entrance to the Sternal City,
"Wetll lift up our heads and
L "Open wide our gates, that
"Throuzh obedience to law we shall
"Avake, and in his likeness, that of
"The Only Sezotten, we shall reappear
"The Order of lelchizedek, of
"Which the Son of God

"Is forever the High Priest.

é "Attune the Harps of our confession,
"That, beholding Him, the Ian
"And yeu the CGod, we s2e our
"Destiny in the reincarnation —-
"The Sons of Deity." 1

P
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CHAPTER IV
HISTORY

Doctor Cyrus R. Teed, founder of Koreshan Univer—
sology and better known by the Hebrew equivalent "Koresh",
was born near Teedville, a small town in Delaware County,

New York, on October 18, 1859.1 The earlier years of his

-

-life were spent on the farm, and also on the Zrie Canal

where he served some years on the towpath. Coming from
a long line of Baptist ancestry, a number of whom were

ministers, he eerly identified himselr with that church,

and was urged by friends and relatives to study for the

ministry.

He did not, however, ték@ fondly to a theological
career, but gave it up early for the msedical proflession.
Doctor Teed studied at first with his uncle, Doctor 8. .
Teed, in Utica, Ney quk, and later attended the New Vork
Belectic Colleze. |

At the outuvreex of the Civil Var Doctor Teed on-
listed, and served during the var as staff ofTicer under
Colopel Gurney and General “oodford. At the close of the
war he returned to college, from which he graduated in

h}

@ subsequently i various towns and

[

1868. He practis

citiss in his home state, notable amnong wnich wers Utica,

1 Interview with “isa Emﬁa 3ubbdtt

ek YL
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Syracuse,; and New York City.
y

In the fall orf 1886, Doctor Teed, who was then re-

siding in New York City, was chosen as delegate to a lleantal

Science Convention at Chicago, and was unanimously elected

as president of that assembly. In December of the same

year, he issued his first mega zine, entitled the “Guiding

Star" This was devoted mainly to an exposition of the

science of mental healing.

In the winter of 186970, becoming somewhat ske

cal of accepted scientific.theories and religious creeds,

Doctor Teed entered upon a lengthy pericd of chewical and

other scientific research and experiment. The result of
his investigations was the discovery of the Cellular Cos-

e

N
23 L

am wnich is

5
of

mozony and the religious and socialogical

based thereon. Following his disclosure of these discov-

insane. The Baptist preacher and the members of his home
church began a systematic persecuticn that ruined his prac-
Tice of medicine.

During thig period of reaearch, a peculiar incident
happensd, according to Koresh, at which time he was illu-
minated by God with the © ruth and the realization that he

N

was the llessiah or seed-man of this dispenzation, Doctor

BT G A A 04 i ey S . Y o . : . e sy oy o
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Teed describes what took placezl "I realized myself
gently yielding to the impulse of reclining upon the
vibratory sea of this, my newly-found delight. Iily
every thought but one had departed from the contem-
élati@n of earthly and material things. I had a linger-
ing, vague remembrance of natural consciousness and
despair. In the impulses‘of that last remnant of ma-
terial thought, I put forth, as I supposed, my material
arm and hand to experience soms familiar touch —- but
there was no response. . I felt for my body, but no
tangible sensation answered to the touch of what T

still supposed to be my physical hand. I started in

alarm, for I felt that I had departed from all material

v

things, perhaps forever. Has my thirst for kaowledze
corisumed my body was my question? Then my thouzht of

speech revived, and I reached rorth wmy voice in one

~transcendental strain of a new song of pathetic sveet-

oot
ness. I looked again; I was there. I listencd for an
echo, and the dulcel murmurings brought forth to me, in

most melodious accents, the znswer: Fear not, my 3Soun,

3 P ] : - “A <] e W e e
thou satisfactory offspring of my profouadest yearnings!

s

I have nurtured thee throush countless embodiments, ™

4 Koresh: Illumin-tion of Koresh (pamphliot).
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Doctor Teed then moved to Binghamton, New York,
but persecution followed him there. About this time
Doctor ieed visited the éapgite Society at Economy,
Pennsylvania. This was followed shortly by the gather-
ing of a number of friends, including his sister, lirs.
Emma Norton, which reéultéﬁ in the establishment of a
comnunistic home in loravia, New York, based on the
practices of the early Christian church. Celibacy,
chastity and communism were required of all those join-
ing the home.

In 12888, Doctor Teed founded in Chicago, at 2
College Place, the "College of Life." The purpose of
this organization was to teach people what life is and
how to live it, and thus to prepare them for profitable
wembership in the Koreshan Unity JOC7Luy, later to be
formed. At first there were only seven members, but
within one month's time this number wes svelled 1o rifty.
With this increase it becaue fNecessary 1o seek new quar-

ters, and at the corner of Cotltage Grove Avenue snd Col-

' N 1
legs Place a comnistic homs was estzblizhad,—
Onz or ths early sraduates, Mrs. Hary Sinzer, be-

@
Look horssll to Califoraia, where she formed and tauzht
&

a class, gave lectures, and renresented hersell as the

originator of the doctrines tauzcht. Doctor Teed visited

L Interview wion Lre. Soomer
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in San Zrancisco in 1890, at which time ha persuaded her
followers that he was the ordained of God and the leader
of’KbreShanityx lrs. Sing@r, confronted by the presence
of Doctor Teed, confessed her impersohationvand urged
her followers to jbin the true leader in Chicago. 1lost
of them did so, and as a result the Xoreshan Unity, hav-
ing displaced the College of Life, had its membership
increased to one hundred fifty in 1893.1

Various publications and Propagendist materials

were being published from Chicago by this tinme. Barli-

est among these was the Flaning Sword, which has been

ublished continuousl since 1839, The 2lowshare and
p

Pruning Hook, a more radical and direct attack on capi-

talism, lasted but four years, succuubing in Januzry,
1895, .

Let us insert at thié point“a description of the
founder of the Xoreshan Unity as given by one of his
early rollowers, who today is vice-president of the
existing society. This description was written in 1694,
"In the personality of Doctor Cyrus R. Teed is evpressed

a man of distinguished éppearance; his eyes are a bright

£

and lustrous madiun shade of brown, his hair is worn

combed back and always neatly trimaned. BHe is about five

1 Interview viin e Henry Sliverciriend
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feel six inches in height, and weighs 165 pounds, he igs
always clean shaven, has an aquiline nose and a chin that

is very broad rojecting much as dig Napoleon the Firstrg.
v F g £

His perceptives are very prominent, meking his forehead

appeér to recé&e; his back head is only medium dompar@d
tb other men of his size, wearing a seven hat. His neck
is not very large, méasuring fifteen inches, but higher
than Napoleon's. His shoulders are not broad, but he has
a large deep chest. In 1870 he weighed only 125 pounds
and wore a dark brown bsard. Up to 1891 he had never
shaved. IHe had very little hair on his cheeks but he had
a luxuriant growth in his mustache and goatee. In 1891
he shaved his face smoothly and has Kepl it so since. It
has made 2 greatl improvement in his appearance. He al-

ways wears spectacles. In his walk and sestures, he is
& " o] 7

[

&

rather graceful and has a very deep resonant sympathetic
voice which is wore electricsl at times than others. His
modulation at times is very good, but at other times he

does not appear to realize the amount of energy he puts

AT A
into his voice. Ne very often speaks as forcitly in a

parlor lescture to a few persons as thouch he were in 2

o P . 1
large auditorium lecturin. to 10,000 peonle.

-

Wnile on a return trip from Pittsbur: to Chiceco

o~y

Doctor Teed Tormed “he eccuaiatance of a felilow traveler,

P

L Urivten by iir. Henry Silverfriend in 16945,

&




B

who, after listening to Doctor Teed, sugzested that lor-
ida would ve an ideal place for estatlishing such a
community away from the persescutions of ccmmercialiesn.

This fellow traveler told of g development on Pine Is—

land, an island below Puntsa Rassa, Florida, that he

thought would furnish an ideal location, and which in
all probabvility could be bought reasonably. Upon the
arrival of Doctor Teed in Chicago, he imnediately formed

a perty of three, consisting of nimself, Irs, Ordway,

e

and Lrs. Boomer, to o0 to Florida and investizate the

tract and situsztion.

o

Setting out from Chicazo, the party arrived in
Punta Gorda, Florida, in the spring of 1893. Punta

Gorda was at that tiae the southern terminal of the rail-

o

road, which made it necessary for them to oroceed bv

R
e

boat 1o Punta Rassa. It was found that the price askead

S

for the island was 150,000, far in excess of what tlhe

Unity could afford. Doctor Teed Zave up this project

N

and lectured to the people at Punis Rassa.s After &
short stay, the party returned to Chicego.
o

Doctor Teed laoter received an earnest letter Trom

one Gusteav Dannikoehler, who wes loceted on the »nresent

-

site ol the town of Tstero, Floride, plesdings thet Docter

L Interviev with iirs. Soousr.
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Teed accept his property as a site for the society.
Through“the services of a real estate dealer, something
was learned of the'place, and Doctor Teed and party re-
turned to Florida ih‘December, 1893,

The real estate broker feiled to meet them in Punte
Gorda-as had been arranged, but Gustav Dahnikoehler did,
and impiored the parfy ﬁ5 proceed at once to the location
that God had selected and was keeping for them. ¥Fe had
previously refrained from selling the property, which he
felt was ordained for God’s’New Jerusalemn.

.

Doctor Teed and party of +three women proceeded with
Dahnkoehler in his sail boat to the mouth of the Astero
River, where it was necessaryv o procure a small row boat
H i

to navigate un to Estero. Thev did not leeve the mouth

Sl & ; ™
of the river until dark, and it wes after ten otclock
when they arrived at the apvointed destinavion. It was

wd T
found theat Dahnkoshler lived in a cabin of one room end

e

had no facilities for accommodating nis frieands. This w

o

3
Pecember,; 1893; the nights vere cold and the cabin con-

tained no fire place. The women were forced 1o sleep on

w¥
-

mprovised beds of canvas sails, while Doctor Teed and

[N

Dahnuoenler retired to the loft.

Next morning after an insrectionag of “ha land TDoetor
At &
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offered up a sincere preyer to God for this gift. He
revealed that this spot exactly met with computationg
of longitude and latitude for the "vitelIus®™ I of the

universe. Here was to be built the city orf God, from

which would radiate all future civilization.

In the short space of two months, the location
was made ready for‘the remaovel of a larger pertion of
the Unity from Chicago. ALl the hardships of pioneer

life were encountered, but faith in Koresh urged the

new colony on until it was firmly established, By 1903,

the members and all equipment,,including the printing
plant, had been rewoved from Chicago to nstero, the
present location of the Unity.

The Unity reached its greatest numericsl strength

at this time, with over two hundred members. Today,

believers in Koreshanity are distributéd throuchout

the Uniteg States and Canada, with representatives in
Alberia, IllinoiS, Texas, PennsyIVania, California, Utah,
and liaryland. Koreﬁnanity is estimated to have several
thousands of followers, <

Doctor Teed and his teaclfings were not Tavorzvly

received by the neighboring towns, and as z result of*

< Vitellus is a word used by Koresh to denoie the life
center of the worid,

[

2stinatzd by G. W, funt, President of Unity.

o




an injury received in a maeb attack in Fort liyers, Flor.

fda, sixteen miles ﬁorth of Zstero, he dieg December 22,
1908. Death came slowly, delaying two years before
Tinally dealing out its Last meter. During this entire
‘time ﬁoctor Teed suffered violent pains, but he declared
that tals was predestlmea, for he was the sacrifice for
the world. Two months 1 before the end,khe was removed
to Estero Island, where he found some relief in the se1t
baths, but the stﬁain of his removel proved too grest.
In his agony he of'ten cried, "0 Jerus salem, take metw

His prayer was peacefully answered December e2, 1908,

)

His body lav in state three days and was then blaced in
y £

a concrete tomh on Fstero Island.
Dissension followed immediately as to who was the
appointed leader to succeed Koresh as head of the Unity.

Victoria Gratia, I'rs. 4. G. Ordwey, the representztive

of those perrect mothers who would give birth to the

gons of God, leg¢ the first faction., Thig souzht to es-
tablish itself in Seffner, Florida, but soon dissslved,

Peked

the meuwbers dispersing about the Svave. Victorig Gratis

;,

~. married Doctor C. A, Graves, of Saint Pet tersburg, floride,
and she resided in that city uavil her death in 1925,

In 19190, tnis Paction was followed by enother, this
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time under I. P, Gay, V. R. Wallace, and Flora Akers. They
moved to Fort liyers, where they organized a new community
of communism with abaut‘fifteen members, and today operate
the largest laundry in that city;_ This group is incorpor-
ated under the name of "The Order of Theocracy", with non-
'profit bearing stock; All profits are put back into the
business, and in the event that the Order of Theocracy
succumbs the prOQerty’reverts to the state.

With the above defections came single withdrawals
and deaths. The cowmunity'h&a declined in number since
1910 and today has only about sixty members; who practice
the original fornm ofkcommunism. A1l properiy is owned by
ine members as a whole. NO one owns anything persouzally;
even the children belong to the Unity. Those things,
hbﬁever, which one uses personally are not subject to

anyone elset's use. All is preparation for what the ¥o-

reshans believe 19 be inevitable, A DIVINE CCITIUNISI of

world wide scope.

&y
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The Koreshan Unity is located at Tst Lero, Ilorida,

b

sixtéen milesAsouth of Fort llvers, at the intersection or
the Estero River and the Tamiami Trail. Here along the
banks of g winding river, in the flat lands of Lee Coun-
Ly, is located a community practicing the comnunisn they
believe to be divinely authorigzed by God. There is no-

thing about the Place which would lead the sual observar

to suspect that here an unusual mode of life is being

~practiced. He is perhaps impressed by the quaintnesgs

of his surroundings, by its guietude and the carefrec
attitude of its people; he is caught up in the atmosphere,
and, as thouzh by sone magic ch?rm, relaxes

His first warning that this is not merely another
rural community is the inscription above the general

i @

store and the nearby post office, The Koreshen Unity,

Incorporated. Almost autonatically he stops at the store

30 9) e

A. IS

to inouire what it is zl1 about. Two pleasant
S L

G)

greet nin as he enters; "what can we do for yout He
stands enchanted in the silencs of his surroundings, con-

He sees

(o

L]
templating, unawvare that he has been addressed.
Sk

about him well filled shelves of genersal nerchzndise in a

modern concre e building —- but vet so0 difrerent; it 211
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Tacks that high strung pressure of commercial competi-
tion.

Finally he regains himself and speaks: "what nlace
St & ? N

~is this?" The president of the corporetion, Brother

George Hﬁmt,'informs him that he is in the store of the
Koreshan Unity. "I am not too busy now to show you about,
if you wish?" "Kéreﬁh.is the Hebrew name for Cyrus ——
Doctor Cyrus'R.:T@@d, the originator and founder of this

.
soclety. It was he, who, through his divine power from

God, selected this location for our Unity. It is ihe

e

AR VRSN SR S :
®Vitellus™ & of the universe, from which at somne future
time all civilization will radiate. Civilizatione of the
past nave all arisen in temperazte climates .like ours, but

this social culture is to be ths final and last. Doctor

" Teed told us that this location was chosen through divine

computation and is the vital center of the universe. It

is half way between South American and North Americen
markets; 1t 1s bebtween Buropean, Africam; and Oriental
markets, a focgl pointﬂfor concentration of all commerce.

A canal will be cult across Florida,lwhioh will pass through
the state near Istero. The son; of God will radiate their

spirit to the world from this point.”

The guide laads him through the back door, where he

EW% e o ?'n‘“l?’“@i‘%@ﬂ/‘_f}?
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finds himself in a park, a royal poinciana tree above

his head and a garden about him. He proceeds, finding
a virtual Eden -— flowers, fruits, trees, foliage, grass,
flowing wells, a river. "Our walks®™, explains the pres-
ident, "are sand and sheli, for as yet ihe Unity is in
a piéneér stage. We lack many modern facilities but we

have most of the comforts of life.®

8To your right is the Bstero River, which at one

time furnished our best medium of comminication with the

rest of the world, bult with the coming of the railroads
and highways 1t has long since lost its usefulness. Its
channel has nearly been filled'by the tide water sands
and is today navigable only by swzll boats. This terracsad
park was planned by Koresh, and during his life was dili-
gently cultivated, but we do not have sufficient help for
it now."®

Passing dowvn the sandy trail, he comes to a large
wooden frame bullding of three stories. This contzins on
the first Tloor a large diningz hall, above which zre dor-
mitories for some of the wembers., He is yet hardly con-
scious of the fact that this is an old structure, not
recently painted, a pfoduct of garly days of the colony

o

when Doctor Teed was stil

-

into the dining hall. His eyes fall upon a picture at

}..._t

on earth. The guide takes hin




R i o

.

Following along through a Jungle of trees and Toliaze

T e T

the head of the room. "That, sir," explains the presi.
dent, "is a picture orf Koresh, Doctor Cyrus R. Teed,

the Messiah and fsunder of our society. Before he dieq,

'he sat at that table under his plctgre and ate from some

of these same dishes in this dining hall -- that was
more than nineteen years ago. Ve have never been able

to finish the ins lda of most of our buildings, and be-

sides they are only temporary structures until the new

Jerusalem is built.®
. "From here we o to the oldest building on the
”roundb ~— just across that ravine wnich acts as a drain

for a flowing well up in that cluster of bamhos treeg."

over a small hanging bridge, he arrives at the oldest
house on the grduhdw a log cabin with a thatched roor.
"In this v101n1tv, the cabin or Dahnkoehler, the orig-
inal owner of these grounds, wes located, but it hes
ldng since been removed. This building is very old,
more than tni irty-five years.

Retreacing his sts

(.)

Ps, lhe visitor is shown the

bakery, which like other things is a product of long

ag0. "The rocks rfor building that oven were all zotten

- in this vicinity. Not only do we beke bread for our




RGN

The president states,

—l e

owrt use butl also for

Coming from among overhaanging trees

sale in nearby towns.®

undergrown with crotons and fancy leaved caladiums

and vinesg,

=1

the

guide points out‘a row of old frame houses wnich serve,

as do others, as temmgrary quarters for members.

ahead is an 214 tennis

day at lelvure times the younger
ment.

Proceeding, he begins
The guide

grounds are. gives the

ing out boundaries and explaining
ular location, the ¥oreshan Unity
“had we not
hurricanes and stofms,
the Unity would now
prosperous appsarance. The lat
tress and much of our park,
and deamaging the

roofs bulldings.”

Passing dovin the road, his

<@

the laundry, the wmechine shop, and

8§

Ifhese, like other vuildings,

different in that they are covered with zalv

iron. TJith the gxception o the

ave been avle

information by p

that

owns

been

and especially by

to

in addition

guide

in this pa

over 1,000 :

Py

that of

e storm destroyed

to blowing off

brings hin

& small power

are frane

set back by

.

Jw

Just

court, built of oyster shells

to wonder how large these

riic-

present a wore

to

gstruciturss,

anized

o

peg

general store, the

from the gulf and covered with concrete, where even to-

members find entertain-

‘}.j.&u s
but

s
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power plent is the only building with modern equipment
owned by the Koreshan Unity. Bverything else is a re-
sult of a more active period while Koresh was living
_’and ihjecting his spirit into the people. The machinery
of the laundry and the machine shop were brought to
~ Bstero from Chicago in 1903."

=y

Temiemi Trail, the vis-

Turning back towards the
itor passes a large frame dormitory, utilized by women
only, beyond which, and fronting on the trail, is an

~‘Assembly Hall and Art Huseum. Upon entering, he is
again‘oénfronted by the.picture of Koresh. "To your
§ left", begins the guide, "is a iarg@ globe which demon-
strates the Cellular Cosmozony of the universe, accord-
ing to the Koreshan System." ZBagerly these principles
are explained and pointed out upon the hollow zlobe. .
"This Hall ssrves as an auditorium Ior religious cer-—
vices and socisl affairs, as well gs a place for study-

ing Koresnanity."

Crossing the rozd, he passges through s

T
T

Hans

“thatched circular ouilding used at times for Xoreshan
) L]

fairs and the exhibition of products. Lingering but a

few movents to chat with 2 plessant old lzdy, he Tol-

lows his guide toward the river, to g lerze two story

building, whichh houses the printing plant., ‘Yiere are

o

1%%
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published the American

ing Sword,

s

literature." ZEntering by the side door, his gui

conducts him through the press room,

to the editor's and compositors' room. He sees

large space containing a desk, filing

railed offices; and a large intertype machine.

Leaving the printing house, he is shown

190Q, and today appear rgther dilapidated, thay

in use, serving the Unity and ths immediate

The presidesnt of the Unity convinuves,

these

the greatest, largest, and aost splendid city of
tory, a Mew Jeruszlen, in which the sous of God

reside. Horesnh describzd this future

Taitv befor

o

its marvalcus splandor, to the

A description of this city

Sword A

Zagle, a weekly paper, the

are only tewporary quarters, to be displac

WA FREREN
CclL v WILd

oA b Bt It ey

«xlam

a monthly wagazine, and other Koreshzsn

Q..

§]

and then upstairs

Just one

shelves, tables,

the bost

ways and saw mill, which are located directly on the

benks of the river. The guide tells him that thoush
ot Py

these ars old buildings of the colony constructed in

ey e d
anre 53‘L.L~.

vicinity.

"However,
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"It will contéim ten million people, white ang
black,”and wili become the greatest city in the worle,
The site for the comstruction of the temple is one
thousand six hundr@d feet in diameter, sufrounded by
a circular sea 300 feet wide, the water beirng supplied
from the Zstero bay and Estero river.

"The plan for the templé architecture is a cen-—
trel dome and rotunda 300 feet high and 150 feet in

o s

diameter. Extendine from the rotunds =nd surrouading
G

[}

it will ve a hexagonal structurs, from each side of

which is a colonnade projecting 150 feet, there being
™ b o

[

six of these from the s5ix sides of the central sLruc-

ture. These are of complex architeciursl desivn. e
A

e
R

the end of these six structures will be six nagznificent
buildings of six distinct kinds of arcaitecture, yet

of so congruous a relationshis as +to sive to the entirse

tewple tae appearance of ceneral narmony of desiun and

consiruction. Ontside of and around the Crystal ws is

of
a building called the arcadium. This is not only out-

side of the temple ares, but also outside of the Crysisl
-3

sea. This enormous edifice will be composed of saven
distinet kinds or architecture, encircling seven-=i_hins

of the Crystal sea, one-eighth of the circle beins 2,70

o R £ e
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*In front of the arcacium and surrounding it is the
Arcade Court. Outside of this court is a circle of eiznht
parks in the form of parabolgs adjusted to an octazon

street. The parks extend from each section of the oclhagon

toward the Arcade Court. The streets of the city will be

v .
laid out 400 feet in breadth, with two lines of parks and
three divisions of street in the broad avenues. These

i parks will embrace fruit and nut trees andrornamental
growth. The main streets cast and west, north and south,
are Meridlan Way North, lieridian Way South, Parallel vay
East, and Parallel Vay Vest. The name of the octagon

. street is Triamphe Octagonia. It is about two miles from

[

slde to side of this octason area. It is the design never

ct

to constiruct buildings'along hie sides of the public ave-
nues., All structures will be arrenged in courts at a
6istance from the streets, and all buildings will be ar-
renged to face outward and inward toward the par<s of the

.

city. As the competitive systenm will b avolished, there

{1

will be no necessity for the kind of traffic vhich now

reduces all our cities to diasbolic infernos.

e

"Whein the New Jerusalemn proper assumes such propor-
tions of magnitude and vrogress in its develooment as Lo

become 7

o

ermanent in its architectural creation, the under-

P

N

ground or basement will be an excsveTion wellaed in to

£

st Ay

G



I Psrenrov

o A

oo
N

s

Sy . o«

ymrass

conmplete a system of intercomaunication for Cablas

=
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ch,
and perpetually moving platforms for the Lranspirtasy:.
of the debris and offal, which will be deodorized wis.
earth and chemicals and conveyed Lo a spot forty or Lare
miles from the city, where it will be reduced to farsii-
izer anﬂ returned to the s0il. There will be no dus-

of the public waste into the rivers, bays, and gulls.

The waters will never be allowed to be rendered imjure
by such a barbarian method of disposing of accumulatod

- filth. When the streets are once laid, there will La a2

Eal

necessity Aor‘tearing them up to excavate for any pur-
pose, as the channels and avenues for every possible
underground use will have been previously arranged for.
There will be no telegrapnic or itelephonic wires overies!
to ﬁar the besuty of the city, and to interfere wititn z.)

Kind of traffic. The various kinds of traffic, trovel,

-

anc trensportation will be arranged on planes of Ciilore:

elevations, so. as to provide against the commotiosn, <ic

WL
=

order, incoavenlience, and danger that now chaeracierizs
all large cities. The wealth by which thsss purposes oiu
) . N 2 . o Pel -t P Rt
to be accomplished. is the economic adjustment of The ul s
&

of industry, as industry alone is the basgis of thz =ocu

mulation of vroducts celled wealth,®

e ¥ ey S G T T
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Such 1s to be the future of the Kbreshan.Uhity.

It will 211 come about as a result of g DIVINE COMLU-
NISH. | “
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. ORGANIZATION

The Koreshan Unity found it necessary, since it must
compete with society under existing laws and could not be
a self-suflicing group apart from the world, to conform %o

existing conditions temporarily by iacorporating in 1903.

Before incorporation, upon the slightest pretense, each
iﬁdividual could be haled into court, as the property was
owned in common by all members. Since the Unity was re-
garded in law as an uhimcorporated association, the act
of each member was binding upoh the group. Also, in case
% of necessilty, immediate écti@n was impossible, because of
« internal laws requiring a majority vote. An organization
was needed which would relieve the individual members of
“annoyance with business matters with the outside world,
~yet would in no way affect internel relations concerning
common property or the communistic scheme.

1

It early became apparent to Koresh that it would be

&

necessary to improvise some forw of organization for the

G A

protection of the Unity and its properuy, and while in
@

Chicago Doctor Teed sought the services of a prominent

lawyer Zor a solution of the problem. Ie was advissed that

incorporation would seeminzly alleviate the present trontles
of the colony, making its existence far safer and its
: treubles much lesse

- ko4 * Q

e
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Koresh was further advised that the type bf incor-
poration.drawn up by the Standard 0il Company of New
Jersey had thus far proved successful and was held by
the legal profession to be the best yet perfected. The
lawyer suggzested this form as a possible outline upon '
which to incorporate the Koreshan Unity. 1In éddition

to the fact that the Standard 011 Company was incorpor-

(@)

ated in the 3tate of New Jersey, it was advised that New

Jersey had laws of incorporation which would be advanta-~

- geous.  New Jersey at that time offered lenient laws of

incorporation and privileges of operation. The Horeshen
Unity was thus incorporated in the State of New Jersey,
in the same form asﬂthat of the Standard 0il Company, on
the twenty-thirdg of September, 1903,

The Unity was incorporated with g capltal stock of
$1,000. It had one hundred shares of stock, of which .
Bubovftt helg forty-five, H. Silverfriend ferty-five, and
Cyrus R. Teed ten. This was soon ohanged, havever, to g
caéital stock of $ZOOQOOO, with two hundred gizhty-nine

1

shares of stock, the mejority being held by Cyrus R. Teed.”

S

The central office for the KoreZhan Unity was placed at

417-19 larket Street, Camden, New Jersey,

4 Interviey witn Henry D. Silverfriend, vVice— reniiini OF
Tt 4 ‘
- liliﬂ\’ft
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The corporation papers include under tﬁe section of
business,; every business that is possible with the excep-
tion of banking, which the Néw Jersey laws would not
permit the Unity to include. Some two pages are used
in naming the businesses in which the Koreshan Unity Cor-
poration may be involved if it so desires, including dockm

aze, coaling, mining, smelting, milling, offices, build-

. ings, construction, real and personal property, publish-

ing, sale of mineral waters, etc. The charter finally
concludes with "anything thet the board of trustees deen
¥ necessary or convenient for thenpurpmse of the Unity."
It further states tth the term of a director shall be
ffor one year and that he is to be elected by a majority
vste&l
This form of incorporation maxes divideads payable
" to stock holders, but inasmuch as there have never been
profits above those used imnediatsly by the Unity,
there have never been any dividends. This Jact also makes
unnecescary the payaent of income tax, for there never has
heen anyithing upon which To pay a tak, and 1t often happens

that the Unity must pay deficite from zifts and tne sale

Hedihation A,

of land. Should there ever psrove to be a gain too reat
- £ e
to be put back into the Unity ifwmediztely, the cclony
¢ L #ioreshan “'nity Incorporatsd®. Cnarter may be oxuxur,d
t by a;??gimg 1o the Sscretary of the State of New Jersey.

.
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would have to be incorporated again, this time as a non
profit-bearing corporation. This fault has long been
recognized by the directors, but thus far they have not

been confronted by the problsm, and choose to save ex-—

1

_pense by continuing uadsr the original form.rt

3

The board of directors consists of eleven memters,
one of which resides by law in Camden, New Jersey. The

board is elected each year, but, due to the proxies that

“its members have seccured, the: continue to sit on the
b

board with nothing wore then a semblance of an election.

The officers of the {oreshan Unity are elected ny the di-

rectors, and have alwavs been selected from amonz the
] o

board members. Those officers elected immediatelv after
the death of Koresh have continued to serve in the same

capacity since that tinme, thouzh due to deatn of original

Fal

menbers, a few new directors have been elected. The o

“

ficers are as follows: George W. Hunt, president; Heary

D. Silverfriend, vice~president; Zvelyn Butbett, trezsurer;

o

E%ﬁa Silverfriend, assistant treasurer; and Willizm 7. Illc—

Cready, secretary.

Fal

AfTer the dissension of 1909 and 1910, the board orf

-

directors felt that they should galn absolule control over

the property of the XKoreshan Unity by having all menbars

o

L Interview with Henry D. Silverfrisnd, Vice-presidsnt of
Unity.
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gign an Article of Agreement to that effect. This Article
of Agreement was mads legal andAbinding and concentrated
all powers, regardless of thair nature, in the board. The
article reads as followgz

"The Zcclesia or Home of the Koreshan Unity is en
association of absolute common interest in all things
tolerated in the order of the Ecel sia.

FHly éignature'at the bottom of this article indi-

cates my agreement to fulfil the obligations tsken upon

3

-myself in this relationship. I agree to turn over 1o the

Trusteeship and treasury of the Koreshan Unity, all prop-
erty held in my own right before entering the BEcclesia,
and all property that may in any way fall to me personslly;
this shall include sll pensions, ananuities, and other in-
comes, from whatsoever source, and all sources of zllow-
ances. I voluntarily enter the Order, and as voluatarily
commit éil I have and am to the interests and promotion
of the cause of Koreshanity. Ly performance of use shall
be the property of the Commonweazlth, to be directed znd
utilized by the order according to the appointed methods
of the system. I do hereby agfez to obey, in all things,
the properly delgsated authdrities of‘the Order, perform-

ing cheerfully the uses assizned me. T do herevy further

N

. bt N VL ) I S - NV ST S S
agree Lo leave tne Crder at the decision 27 its authoritics,
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when in their‘judgment I have vioclated its rules and av
regarded as no more a worthy member of its association.
It shall be optional with the Order to allow me little
cor much or nothing, as ths Trusteeship shall judge. If

I voluntarily withdraW'myself from the association and
ceasé to be a member, i will leave thne matter of any gift
to me from the Association, entirely at its diécretion3
holding no‘claims against it.

wIn view of the above voluantary statement, the

“Ecclesia‘éf the Koreshan Unity, through its Board of
Directors, agrees to deal jusﬁly, according to the spirit
and letter of the communism of Koreshanity,- not too
‘hasty in judging of the short-comings of its members,
slow to condemn, aiways coznizant of the fact that the
spirit is often willing when the flesh is weak,~ and will
use just and liveral discretion in any gift or contribu-
tion it may maxe to a departing member.” L This agreement
ig signed by the President of the Board of Directors of
the Koreshan Unity in behalf of the Zcclesia, and by the
member, renouncing his rights to orivate property. Thus
there is no recourse, once the «Board of Directors nas

made a ruling; not even the law may interfere with T

internal worxing of the Board.

1 Copied from the article of A recasnt ia possession of
the Unity.

N e g . -




Various committees are organized within the board
to supervise the Unity; among such committees the most
prominent are those on membership, expulsion, work, and

finance. All dea;ings with the outside world are car-

ried on solely through the community officers. Into the
treasury are paid all funds which have accrued to the

Unity through the sale of its products to the outside

world. The individual member needs no money, for his
needs are provided for by a committee perforuming this
“function. The abuse of.money‘is the root of evil in com-
mercialism, say the Koreshans, and has no place among
the msumbers, though the Unity must deal with money and
the outside world, This Will, however, all be done away

when Koreshan Communisa finally prevails.

# person deciding to leave the Unity is treated

% with due consideration. The Eoard of Trustees, in whose

; power all things pertaining to the Unity are centered,

; freely gives 1o him those personal effectis which he has

! .

; had for his immediate use and which will not, after their
g withdrawal, affect any other.member. The attitude of the
i :
z person leaving and his relations to the colony determins
g how much he may take with him.

§ In reality, the president, George /. Hunt, is the

exscutive officer of the Koreghan Unity., Under his super-

5]
[N

vision, the various officers and comaittees carry on their
§

L4 "
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duties. It is expected that by his counsel assicnments

-

of worx will be arranged, funds expended, equipment used,
and zll things done which do not require the signature
of the Eoard of Directors. Should a member wish the use

of a car, he is expected first to receive the peruission

of the president as manager of transportation.

h At that time when those predestined to be sons of
§ } God have reached perfection, incorporation will have no
place in the organization of the Hcclesia as now oper-

ative, nor in the world at large. These divine cr

©

4. B oy
aturesg,

roducts of involved perfection, will be the vriests and
& &

%‘ rulers of men. Theirs will not be a tyrranical rule, but
a rule basad og love and divine nature. It is they who
will be the officers of men, living in a system of divine
comnunism. Under this order, 21l will have plenty, not
only of waterial :oods but of life's happiness, {or there
will then be no worries, no cold commerciel competition.
Life will be a joy, each work}ng for tne zo0d of all, ré-
ceiving from tﬁe common fund of goods that which he de~
4} sires, and he will desire only that which is coordinate

Fal

with the good of sociely. Peace and love shall live allnl

men in a world made by God -— A DIVING COITTINISI.
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CHAPTER VIT

- GROUP CHARACT=RISTICS

¥any of the members of the Koreshan Unity came to

t

ol

Jode

n their youthful days'and have continued in its fold
sinze the infancy of the Unity. Out of a membership of
sizily, fully two-thirds are approaching three-~score and
ten years. But with incressing age, thelr faith and be-
lie? become stronger; many believe they will live to see
the truths of Xoreshanity manifested in this earth. The
Kerzshans exemplify that rock faith of our forefathers,
whe zZladly withstood p@rsecutioné and cut a path to free-
dexz in this new world.

Unlike hany comaunistic communities, driven from
‘th@ 0ld world to Aunerica seeking liberation from oppres-
sizn, the Koréshan Unity is purely an American movement.
Iz z= of the memvers of the Unity are native born, living

in communism because they believe it to e God's plan

Fel 5
st

e

at==inment of salvation. Thouzh the wovement sross dur-

inz the depression years of the seventies snd el htles,

veT religion was the immnediste motivating force which
g=z"nared toen, iatlo a Common life. These seopnle cladliy

gzve up their belonglags to = cowuon cause and toox lit-

Tz in return, thet they and others mizht know God's o°
an? e ssved for ths nerfection they believe to be 1-°
52 Jor Uheid.
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Thirty-nine years of service has wrouzht feeblene:
in body, but ast so in faith. Having their faith and the
attainments of the past, they live in the joy of one who

knows trubth and has done rizht, resting in contentment;

the Lord's will will be done they feel, regardless of the

‘rest of the world. Wnatever discomforts must yet be bornase

are as nothing, for has not life herdened them in the
school of exrerience; for are not their custons, orzaniza-
tion, life, their very being, all 2 product of their mind
and labor?

Alcohol, tobacco, profanity, and similar indulzences
are held as worldly defilewents of the body and spirit,
which must be overcome before perfectilon wmey bLe attained.
These habits are strictly ruled from the Unity, =nd this

against God ond Xoresh to indulze. 30 closely <o the 110~

S
reshans hold to their belief that the Uity store does
not even deesl in clgaretiss or clgars.

A visitor notices no peculiarity in the speech of
the Koreshan, for thirty-three years of assoclation with
the southern diélect haSwanght the ususl results. Time

?
has finally wnade them typicel Floridians in speech.
The dress of e Koresnan is no different from that

A

of other people, excapting pernaps that 1t i

0
]
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i
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and somswhat simpler. Irom the same stock of standard-
ized goods thalt furnishes e?ery one an assoriment of
purchases, comes the apparel worn by Koreshans. ljhey
do not make their own clothes, excepting at times over-
2lls and shirts, but buy them collectively through the
usual channels of world distribution. The mode of 1life
of the Koreshan is governed by the income of the Unity,
which is nécessarily the case, for under their corporate

organization many complications are evaded by spending

- from year to year the entire receipts.

Their food is simple, consisting of the less costly
staples, yet is gufficient and suovstantial. An evening
meal would be made of hash, sveet potatoes, cucumberS,
prunes, cookies, and bread, with the inevitable gless of
milk and well filied honey jar. Eefore partaking of each
meal, the »resident or ranking ofvicer reads
5 book prepared by Koresh, a separeite srace [or cach neal
during the week. The bell rings five minutes before the
hour —- breakfast at seven, dinner &l twelve, and supper
at six, exceptipg Sunday eveping, when a light lunch is

- .

d; six

[¢8]

&

served at five. 4t meals the Sexes are scoarat

tzbles for the women andé five for the men. At the east

s

end of the dining hall, on each side, is a table. One

3 ey

1s occupled by brother officials and tue other Ly sister




officials of the Unity. At these taéles, aiso, guests

of the Unity aré entertained. Between these two tablesg,

there is a vacant table‘which was the table used by ilo-
esh duriﬁg his life.

Four children, two boys and two girls, who are

-

common property of the Unity, wait upon the tables. It

i1s their duty to set tables, attend to needs, and finally

wash the dishes after the meals are finished. By the

use of tap bells on each table, these servers are called

Lo administer ﬁhe wants of the Koreshan mewmbers.
Following the noonudj repast, some one reads the

head lines from the Tampa Tribune or Jacksonville Times~

Union, which often provokes much laushter from the ascer

bly, in what they believe to be inconsistencies znd varis-
tions of capitalist functioning in the world at lzrge. Lny
news which does not fit within the concepts of the Horeshe.

doctrines and beliefs is looked upon as mistakes of Chris-

2

b
et
ot
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ts ir aallluv to make a perfect, livable
universe. Some day, they fesl, those babbling tonzues

A s

false printings will be made right in God's plen of

jal

an
divine involution. Present sufferings of people in the

L
world are merely a part of develosment and rredestination,

which cennot be evaded unless people know and accept the
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truth of Koreshanity.

That same bell which calls members to thneir meals,

likewise, on Sunday evenings, calls them to meetinz. On

the left sit the men, on the right sit the women, as
they worship the Iiessish, Koresh, from whose works the
readings are taken. The hymn book is also a product of
Koreshanity, having been written by Koresh and a member,
Reverend #. M. Castle. Vorship is under the direction

of the Doard of llanagewent of the Unity. The president

directs the singing, in vhich all join heartily. These

meetings are not closed affairs, but are open, not only
to outside believers of Koreshanity, but alsprto the
general public, which they gladly welcome.

The Koreshans take great delizht in music, having
always, from the very beginning of the Unity, a well
coached orchestra. Some of the members heve exceptional
talent, which draws much interest from their fellow

bl

brethren and surrouading neizshbors. Rven at practices

of the Koreshan orcﬁestra, there is always to be found
a large following of admirers. From tine to time, this
band of musical perlormers plays outside of the unity
Hall, accepting these invitations as opportunities for

spreading Koresnanity.




People in the vicinity of the Unity report the
Kareshans to be affable neighbors, always fair in all
dealings and ost obliging with favors. A Xoreshan is

more than glad to do his part in maintaining the good-

will of those outside his community, whether they be
g ' ; friends or strangers. All business is transacted upor

the highest plane orf integrity, and the Koreshans ra-

ther give freely than excite enmity. For scrupulously
é fair conduct the Koreshans are unsurpassed, and there
1s nothing which they will not do to accomncdate others.
All that a Koreshan asks of a person is that he

give the doctrine of Koreshanity a fair hearing; if he

i,
it "

can not éocept its precepts, the Koreshans feel no
malice. All gpsople have an equal right to their be-
liefs; pérhwpg others are right, but the Koreshans feel
that theirs is th@ true essence of life and caznnot be
forced upon any one. Thersefore live and let live ——
hdw different from the concept neld by Christianity.
Those four children, who came to the Unity with
é} their parents, come under the control and guardiasnship
of the Board of lianasement, throuch en appointed mavron
~and teacher of ﬁhe colony, ultil they reach lawful zze,

at which time they may freely apply for full membersh

R TP
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The education of these children is not omitted while

they are growing to maturity, for they are trained for

1ife and service. It is the plan of the Unity that

L

they shall be able %o do scmething useful, end in this
ideal the child is brought up. Aside from general
usefulness and adaptableness, the child must have a
cultural education in order that he of his own reason
may choose to stay or leave the colony. After supper
each evening, six nights a week, the president of the
Unity devotes two houfs to teaching the rudiments of
reading, writing, history, afithmetic, and géagraphy»
The Koreshan, however, with all of his good

characteristics, yet remains far from that perfection

A

which he hopes ultimately to attain through Koreshan-

&

ity. Some day in. the embodiments of the sons of God,
he will live in perfection of character in a DIVIliu

COLIUNISLL,
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CHAPTER VIII

INDUSTRIZS AND COMLIUNITY WORK

To Koreshans, work is'nét unpleasant, for in this
communistic community all are working for the good of
the group. ~If one asks them why they work, now thatl
they have property which can more than amply support
them, they answer always with that same ardor of soul,
we are building the foundation for a divine commuﬁism@
Not only are we helping the w%rld to attain perfeciion
but also we are preserving at Estero the vitellus of

the universe and the New Jerusalem.” In religion is

Y]
ot

found the stimulus to work for the Koreshans living

o

"

Estero.

The philosogﬁy of Xoreshanity, and its concomi-
tent Communism, has left upon the temperament of its
followers a certain fullness and carefreeness, which,
with age, gives no place for hurry or worry. Exvrnw3cd
in the terms of one of its members: "We are, through
our gréup systuem of pooperation, not worried by the
necessity of work, nor hurried®nor bodily strezined in

s characteristic of the

Bt

performing it. Such siress
competitive system that the rsst of the world must

endure until divins comnunisa displsces it. The burcen




of competition with the world at large rests upon the
shoulders of the groﬁp as a whole and not upon the in-
dividual.”® 1 Should a member be sick, he need not feoapr
poverty and starvation, but is cared for by his fellsy

members, who gladly support. him until he can also nelp

support the group. Long hard hours, which are charac-
teristic of capitalistic labor, are not necessary to
maintain the Unity with subsistence and the comforis

of life. Vork within the colony is alternated as much

wa

son in the United States. Savings through larse sczle

; . .
' as possible to alleviate monotony.

; The Koreshans do not have ultre-modern material
i .

g . §9oo0ds or eguipment, but those goods which they have

i

: are far better than those obtained by the average per—
|

i

:

b

buying of goods have made this possible. The presileat

Fal

estinates that betwesen four and five thousand dollsars

2

is the averaze sum pald by t

1

ne Unity to the world i

Us

large for food, clothing,eznd the personal necassitis

. . C e 2 . s S e
of the wembers of the Unity. © Distributing this a0y

i ) o ek P P ’. - - 2 S s

N amony Tne 31XLY denoars, eachn person lives within vae
colony [or a year in comfortable style upon apyprovizat

ninety dollars. Thus the Heresnan Unity is not entirel;

L Intervisy with Doctor wilson, a mem
o Directors of the TInity,
S See oo 7

© .
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self-suflicing, but, obviously, it is far from beinz en-
tirely dependent upon society as a whole. How else coy
thes e peonle malntain their‘position in American society
with such a sum?

In the Koreshan Unity there are sixteen departments
of industry. These are; the Printing and Publishing De-
partment, the General Store Department, the lachine,
Light and Power Department, the Home Commissary Depart.
ment, the Architectural and Cons struction Tepartment, the
Dairy Departnent, the Poultry Department, the Aplary Te-

e
4

partment, the Ben}istry Department, the Naturapath De-
Partment, the Laundry Department, the Ar: Department,
the Plant and Shrub Department, the Bax@rv Levartment;
and the Koreshan Imive ersity Sducetional Departuwent. Zach

of these devartments is under an official wao is rasr

'a

f\:{l_,
sible to the works commities representing the Board of
Directors. These sixteen departinents are by no means

all financially“remunerative; M08t of them are maintained

~at a cost to the Unity for the service of its members.,

9, -

Five indusiries, the General Ilerchandise Store, the

b

Guiding Star Publishing Ho Jwe, the lachine Shops, the

oo

Bazkery, and the Flaat Indastry, vrovide the major portion

of the incomes for the Unity. The President of the Tttty

N ot e e 3 s oo
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believes, however; that there are a number of indusiries
which, if properly manned and equipved, could be made
very remunerative. |

The General Lerchandise Store of the Koreshsan
Unity functions as the primary bread winner, and without
its assistance the community would ha?e its income sharp-
ly reduced. The store serves not only as an enterprise
for monetary gain but also as a medium through which the
Unity may buy goods cooperatively at wholesale nrices
and distributes them among the meubers. A member merely
reports his or her needs to the matron or president, who
Logether act as a committee supervising the division of
goods. Vhen the requeét is approved, the member receives
the goods from the Unity store. Thus the comnon Lreasury
of the Unity pays to the store only the wholesale price
of the goods. As the common treasury of the Unity is
the same treasury Qsed by the stores, the transaction
actually consists only of a Lool entry. Under this syém
wem, as stated previously, the cost per person for each
vear is unvelievably small.

From the Guaiding Star Publishing Iousaz, the Xoreshsn

wn

s 1

)
[

o o ’n. Nl 3
Unity receives its next largest income, though t!

relatively swall. The history of this institution dates

Trom the beginning of the Xoreshan Unity; in fact it wes
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returns only a small income,
The Gulding Star Publishing House in 1906, s a re-
sponse to political injustice framed against the Koreshan

Unity, issued a weekly paper, the American Zacle, in

order that the Unity might gain sone recognition in the

politics of Lee County. Not only was the American Bazle

published that tﬁe Koreshan Unity might gain recognition
but also to expose the corrupt politics at that time
existent in the county. The paper has géid for its
printing from the first, and consequently is surviving -
today, though gain from it is very small. The Laws of
Florida require publications of this nature to be self-
sustaining, thus these papers can not be printed for free
propaganda. !

The Guiding Star Publishing House, when not cccu-
pied in publishing its papers, will accept jobbing fronm
outsiders. Any remaining tiwe is spent in printing
Koreshan books,'pamphlqts, advertising matarial, et cet-

(2t}

era. The demand for theses services is not large

o
purs

present; and the return is consequently small.

Turning now to the machine shop and powsr plant,

we find another industiry which contritutes to the common

.

-~

1 Interview with Henry D. Sllverfriend, vice-presider
Unity.
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j Bread Tor fSstero, Bonita Springs, Waples,
ing territory is furnished from the oven.
from the bread sold to the public pay the

viding the community with bread.

distributed in lLee, Collier, Glaces, and

5

Counties, and some twenty odd buildings.

e

ot

properiy is valuad ov

=y

one million dollars. This

no condition would the Unity part with it

o

L

Yosd

§ and successes; Horesh told his followars

o,
R = e

into possession of some two thousand acres

The total

the meavers of the Unity. Tarough trials,

and surround-

The profits

cost of pro-

It has been estimated by the president of the
Kareshan Unlty that the common treasury of the colony
received, from all of its industries and sources of
gain in 1927, an income of seven to eight thousand
dollars. Of this amount at least five thousand was
expended for food and clothing for the members, the
remainder being expended upoh the upkeep of the propertiy.

Through various means, the Koreshen Uaity has coue

of land,

Telm Resach

he president at approximatvely
igure is set high, yet under
at any priée,
5% for it is the foundation of the New Jerusalen.

It was always the principle of Horesh that any

l sitimate nature might ve underteikeon by

t i ‘il: u:l ¢~’].4)

they would

£




~end of this age measure up would only attain the Iraitage

finally attain perfection, and those who could not at the

in verfection in another harvest time.

v 2
uebsuver vags Jiven,

L=

" In 1906, = meamber by the namne of

at his own request, the power of attorney to purchess a

3

" s

furniture enterprise in Br

n
jav)
=t
o
o

stol, Temessse, dul we

i
ot

QJ
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et
o

+0lé not to involve the Unity corporation in any

«
He soon had the ¥oreshan Unity involved in a mortgage of

$27,000, however. It was not long until the enterprise

St i

o

b

failed completely and went intc the hands of The recelv-

ers, leaving a

o
o
o'
ot
O
)
$C 7
}...—l
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be paid by the Unity.

o

From this load, the colony did not recover until 1925

Todey the oreshan Unity stends free from any indebled-
ness.

wl

Under divine communisa, there will elweys be worg,
put it will be devoid of harshness, drudgery, injustics,
and exploitation, end ths workmosa will recaive the full

12 Crivariin

pu——

(

reward of his efforts. Labor will tnen be U

for valuation, but love for fellowman will juzresites the

N

conforts of life to every one in & DIVINZ COTIIIIZ

b
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; CHAPTZ=R IX

KORESEANITY AND CAPITALISH

Koreshanity does not condemn Capitalism and Chris-

.

tianity, but rather treats then as a phase in the pro-

O

ch
3

cess of development erfection in Communism and Ko=-
reshanity. Capitalism is a necessary era in climbing
finally to that order ordained by God; it can not be

\avoided by the world but must be endured Lo atizin co-
ordinated universel perfection. Ultiwately, the in-
‘consistencies of capitalism end Christianity, so adjudged
by Koreshanity, will be driven. from the earth, and in

pegcefully and unnoticed, Coie
H

& of

¢ their place will cone,

munism and Koreshanity.
Industirialism and machine wass yroduction will

remain a part of the new Communism, thoush fer different

from the industrislisn of Cawitalisn Instead of ori-
§ s

'ﬁ/ -

)

] : .

¢ vale owmersihip of the machine of production, thess will

: ' be owned by society as a whole, and in place of money
as e standerd of velustion, lavor will be the basis.

e
-

% Koreshanity thus difrfsrs from socizl refcrm movemants

{ ‘ :

% in that it is not a reform but‘a revolution, not a revo-
% lution in the senss of conflict but rather an entire

% kdisglacement of exiasting institutions by a distinct

: : system ordained by Gode

{ .
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The Koreshans tell us that their order of comnun—
ism has no connection whatever with any aovement or

idea in history, except that instituted By the Tord
o &

“Jesus, and is itself not a man conceived institution

3

but a divine law of God. 1 Koresh has orisginated

it

.

nothing in himself but has only intervreted GodY¥s Tore-
2 rp

ordained and predestined arrangement of the world.
These peoplé term all other forms of communism fella-
cious, speak of their own forw as not an experiment
but an everlasting order. The Koreshasns further add
that they differ materially from socialism in that they
are not attemptinzg to reduce the entire world at once
Lo the conception and application of the principles of

communism and cooperation. Such is not the true DY Og~

X

ress of involution to perfection. The kingdom of

righteousness; Koreshan Communism, will begin as a

small center of organic poﬁer and unity; it will gather

impulse under God's law of involution, and eventually,
[T

from this small beginning, enlarce to the dimensions of
s & -

a universal Kingdonm.
. R £
1

Koresh comments upon modern socialism in his

pamphlet entitled, Genersl Information Concernin: llem-

bershin and OblI -~ i:ha of the Torestrg Unitre Hare he
L In this connection, nowever, see p.l

D —
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states’fhat modern socialism is entirely theoretical
and experimental. He adds, further, that socialism as
an expefiment would prove a“disastraﬁs failure, because
it is éﬂ_attempt to place society upon a basis which is
entirelj contrary to the laws of order as they obtain
in the universe as a whole. Xoresh calls modern social-
ism the insanity of democracy.

It is impossible, the Koreshans explain, to live

accordinz 1o the Holy Scripltures and vet live in a so-
St 1[ o

ciety of capitelism. The Bible tells us, "love thy

neighbors as thyself.”™ It is impossible in g world of

competition to obey this command, having, for instance,

- g atore across the street from your neighbor, who, like

yourself, is endeavoring to sell his merchandise at a

~a

profit. Not only do you, according to ilhe Koreshans,

break the law of Carist, but also you steal Irom the

buyer. Interpreting the eilg th commandment, "thou shalt

not siteal®, a person selling an aticle for wore then he
&

“himself has pald ror it is stealing from his fellow men

that amount —— a store keeper is a long way from Roreshan
N
perfection.
Koresnh calls especiai attention to the:xripturai
werning, "the love of monaey is the root of =11 evil®,

and interprets this to mean, "money is the root ol all



evil.® He continues, "the commonwealth idea is & more

practical and cheerful incentive to industry than the

satanic system of money, which, in opposition to the

gospel of the Lord, is at the foundation of all VI0E

¥

misery, and death in the world." L Speaking of capital-

ism, Koresh writes:

o *Money makes beanks,
o "Banks make poverty,
"Poverty makes rags,
"Rags make paper,
"Paper makes money, 5
"lioney makes banks, "
== and s0 on as long as Capitalism and Christianity exist.
§% The Koreshan interpretation of tue Sible Zives an

explanation of the poverty of the world. . An article en-

titled, "Bread and Butter®, found in the Flaminso Svord,
March 25, 1892, is well worth our attention.
*Tehovah, meaning breadieeper, will always effect

a distribution of the earth's products when He is appro-—

s

priated by humenity; bul when divorced from men, as ab

-

present, Ile is not responsibvle for empty stomachs. Ko

reshanity has for its ultimate object the feeding of the

.
[

masses; 1f 1t falls in such a purpose, when unfolded by
L
vaptism, it will sink out of sight. By teaching the true

4

doctrine of immortal life and the means of its attainment

R

1 Koresh: Ganeral Inforuation Concernin: Koreshar mity
pamphlet)

e B
itaming Svord, June 12, 1892,

Y
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1t expects to reclaim men and women from the selfish re-

lations that they at present sustain, and by a great

system of Cooperation or Communism -~ involving a common

treasury as in the days of the primitive church -— it

expects to unite the producer and consumer, who are now

Aat war. This is the only solution to the bread and butter

problem.v Then people get the devil out of them, by im-

bibing the true doctrines of Koresh, they will not suffer

~each other to starve, for the reason that no one will

practice dishonesty, nor attempt to shirk his share of

labor.

If, after many centuries of labor in civilized

society, so-called Christianity cannot destroy dishonesty

and indolence, these abominations can be justly charged

to its account.™

Thus Koreshanity would have us believe thet divine

conmunism will do away with the problem of voverty found

under our present order of society.

Koresnanity offers

theory of population and

°
-

> 2 - e, 3 s P
The Koreshans admit the Malthusian axiom (i.e., Populetion

o

solution for the NMalthuszien

subsistence, as such exist todsl.

[ A

PN D

tends to breed up to the limit of subsistence) under proo

ent conditions of society, but state that this doctrize

will not hold when the era

finally arrived.

of world wide Horesshanii) -

In that perfected world of divine
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communism, matter and life will be equalized and balan ced,

and throuzgh the constant interchange of matter with the

astral center, of life with the God center, and of matter

with life, life and subsistence will be Kept in a perpe

ual relation. The universe contains a constant amount of
matter and spirit, which by the laws or God, is kept in

s

equilibrium through the principle of acquisition and
elimination.to and from the center of the universe,
~The negro question, a present bone of contention

and agitation, will, explains Horesh, be solved ylt imate-

1y in Koreshanity, The negro is capable of involution,

and this process will evenlually perfect him as g part

of‘the greét era of the sons of God, where his rhvsical
embodiments will hdvm been elininated, leaving only the
perfect spirit.

Contrary to the accepted theory of democracy,
Koresh says there is not and never will be equality of

3

[43)

all people. Involution has not perfectied some b
as far as others, and on this basis inequality will e

a p

QO

rt of the ultimate divine cominunism, The distribu-
tion of goods will not be equal. The highest forums of
life, the perrfect sons or God, will receive most, and

3 -

the amount of zoods receiveq by the lower forms will
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decreasé in proportion to their distance from perfection,
The least perfect men will receive only that amount nec-
essary‘for a decent living standard. ALL, however, will
récéive an abundance of life's necessities under divine
communism, throuzh their invoived willingn98$ to work,

Finally, though democratic government is the best

thus far involved, it will be displaced in that ultimate

era by a new system. The Koreshans believe that the true

form of governnent is a divine imperialism, with unity of

' church and state; such is to be the Kingdom of God in

earth., The sons of God will then be the rulers of men
for by involution they have attained to greatest perfec-
tion. This is a continuation of the theory of the in-
equality of humanity. That ultimste govermment will take
a portion of ité form from democracy, but in addition it

P

will include imperialism. Until that Kinzdom in ezrth

arises, the Koreshans pledge their full support to the

%3]

governmnent of the United 3tztes, and to the Just ernd rizhi
adminisiration of the present system.
But eventually the sons of God will be the rulers

in a DIVINZ COINUNISIL. -
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FUTURS PROZHZCY

In the preceding chapters we have treated the ¥o-
rééhan principles as they are today, and as they expect
to‘be in the future, but that which precedes the ulti-
mate is only superficial and illusory. The fact is,
Xoresh has left only a partial revelation as to how

Koreshanity shall be ushered into the earth. Under the

nom de plume of Lord Chester, and in the form of ficlion,

&

which Koresh considered 1o be best in the Tace of oppo-
sition, he foretells the future of Capitalism and Chris-

tianity. This story is entitled, The Great Red Dreacon,

or The Flaming Devil of the Orient. This, though vazuse,

gives a briefl revelestion of the future. Koresnh, in whoo

- the Koreshans believed to be all knowledge, did not dis-

close the day nor hour when the sons of God would ariss,

S

neither did he tell 2ll the events which would precels 1%t.

In the author's note to The Great Red Dra-cn, Yoraal

staltes that there is coming a world wide cateastroyhz.

This calamity will arise ia accordance with predictiicas

of thne Bible and in accordance with the natural courss <.
]
R

events growing out of the system of competism, whicn wils

e Y, e

usher out the Christian dispensetion and sive birth =°

- l 3 ) = - P P Aw‘:a",‘,,"*
-the Koreshan era. The coming termination of The To-2aw
+ Horesh: lhe Ureat Red Dra.on, page 5
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era is not to be confined to any one portion of the world;
in the establishment of the Universal Kingdom, in which
God will reizn, the entire human race will come under the

process of. change.

The story of The Great Red Dragon is, as has per-
haps already been implied, a prophecy of war between the
United States and the Orient, which is to culminazte in

the new dispensation of Koreshanity. The essence of this

story will be briefly included here; the reader should

~bear in mind tﬁat it was wfitten in 1906,

In the future, perhags nct far hence, a time will
come when the United States will be engaged in mortal
conflict with Japan and China. Before the Orient ig
finally subdued, the United States will be brought near
to annihilatiom, and only through the plan and power of
heaven will this country finally throw off the attack.

The entire fleets of both the United States and
the Orient will, in the early days of conflict, be gath-
ered for batile off the coast of California. There will
be a tremendous impénding struggle, in which, by a single
stroke, the enﬁire naval force® of either nation may be

utterly destroyed, leaving that nation's shores opaen 1o

Cattack,.
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From its base, the American fleet will be decoyeq
by the Oriental ships into a great battle. The Oriental
fleet will steanm past, to be imnediately pursued by the
Western. Closer and closer the American array will draw
upon the Dastern, only, in g seeming moment of glorious
victory, to be utterly shgttersd and destroyeq by con-
cealed mines. Though the Japanese strategy will sacrifice
much of its own blood, yet American humanity will nay
the price.

Thus swallowed into a chaotic abyss, the Awserican
nation is left a wretched prey to Criental greed. *lzi
all Japan feed her appetite upon the accursed Caucesian;
prepare, ye heavy laden of the Orient, for the pPossessin:
of the promised land", shoubs the trumpeter throu-hout
the Orient. The ?én of orientai familiés moves 1o weves
behind its victorious army, which penetrates the Aszricoy

continent gt will. The United States lies devastatvad,

i

its po;

¥

ulation depletsd.
It is the plan of the universe ang the decrez of
heaven that America will be the land of s superior recs

and the vitellus for the sons 9 Gog. The yellow uen ic

litile wore +han an animal in the scale of involur ‘
- will not be numbered among the verfected sons of G:d.
¢
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ﬁ%om oblivion, as the Mongolian approaches the vi-
tellus of the universe, arises a new device to be the
savior of the world. This product is inventsd by the
pcwér of God in the Kofeshans, taking the form of a radio
directed aeroplane. The yellow man will be repulsed and
totally destroyed, in T.akeland, Florida.

The Kdreshans‘tell us that Xoresh prophesied the

1

world war of 1914 *, foretelling not only particulars

but also the exact date on which the war/later took place.
May 30, 1928, haz been designated by Koresh as being the
most momentous in the history of the world, but its real
significance is not given, other than that the momentous

eriod shall not end until 1935, © TPerhans the war with
I

h

the Orient will at that time take place —- butl no one
Knows.,
This much, however, Koresh does tell —— wvhen whe

battle of Armageddon takes place, it will be TFollowed Ty

a DIVINE COnnIIsH.

I Tntarview with Heory L. Silveririend
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we can say that we are progressing. At present

CHAPTIR XI

SUGGZSTED CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION

In this thesis na attempt will be made to analyze
and eValuaté the Koreshan Unity critically. The present
chapter will suggest several criteria by which the com-
mmity might be evaluated, and, having indicated possible
directions in which further analysis might be made, will
leave to the reader the task of selecting the criterion,
or criteria, which seems to him most significant and then
evaluating the community according to the stendard sslect-
ed.

Evaluatign leads to questions such as tn@Jfallowin;:
Is this a better form of sociel ovgahizatian then the
competitive capitalistic system? -In what ways 1s it Let-
ter, and in what ways inferior? 30@5 it lead to a higher
and better life than that under which we now live? Iz it

in the line of sociszl progress?

What is progress? There seems to be no definitiza

N

of this elusive concept upon which people cen agrse av
present. The word progress implies the idea of & zoely

i o
a goal toward which we are in fact woving, 1In o9 1%

s ¢ o £ ¢ . O R e vel A
no unanimity of opinion as to what goal or zoels should
be toward which we should develop.

g et 2 L




If it were true that mankind had agreed ugon a ool
ahd if it were true that we could measure the effects ar
our7agtions in such a way that we could prove that they

dld, or didg not, bring us nearer our establishag goal,
;then we might be able to judge and evaluate v arious tyzes

of social organizatian - among others, the Koreshan

Unity.

Since at present thers is no such agreement, the
most that can fairly be done in this study is t» SUSsest
certain criteria for evaluation, certain methods by waic-

various goals may be reached, lea aving Lo the reader tie

task of selecting his own criuerlcn and making nhis awn

evaluation.

Some persons believe that progress consists in il

increase of material wealth, and the increase of cower

(')
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s
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over man's physical enviraonment —- greater
According to these, competition in production is tas b..-

ot - ‘
danat . .

means of getting economic resources into the
those who can manage them wost efficientl ye Couazevivicn
will eliminate the less efficient, and,; througnh a priie.s
of survivel of the most eff;éient, progress will rovult,
The ideals and imstitutiéns of the surviving groug ore

the best -— they mean progress

T Vide, Carver, ¥, 1., The Religion Vorth Hovini, 2.°
ther of Professor Carvaer's Cooka.
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Other perscns largely disregard the increagze op

material wealth, and élphasize spirityal or mentzl de-

velapment as the true goal of human endeavor . the
true progress. These persénS Say thal the worlg needs
a mental or spiritual awvakening. However great may be
the material wes lth of a people, tﬁey cannot Progress
except by mental or spiritusl development to the higher,
the better, the more spiritual things of life, *

Still other persons hold that the true progres
consists of incregse of progress over both matericl zns
Spiritual enviromment, if this be for the long run 5004
of the group. With increasing progress, this group be-
¢tomes ever larger, until it includes =11 humanity, ang
Progress must be for the long run good of gll hunznizty,
That step means pro :r'ess which is for the greatest _Jood
of the greatest number, "in the phrase of the utiliteori-.s.

They proceed further to show how this long run -ood Lny

be determinsd. For example, it is for the longz run _o27
of humanity that Physical heslth and strengt¢ should T2
Conserved and increassed —— that fatigue, and unhscls ay

types of work should be elimintted from tue econosic

o
Gl

P

Process. In this view, whenever conflict arises tzive

human ang material wealth, the human resources are

i The zud idhist religion furaisqes an exgmple o 1.lo
philosophy. ’

e g T e e,



infinite}y more iaportant to the groups

- The Koreshan Unity seens clearly to have less L1
terial wealth than other foruws of sociagl organization.
Their productivity is lower and their industrial erri-
clency less than that of Capitalism, and they do not
have the institutions or private ownership, of marriece,

or of the family. They do not have a soclally stratifiag

saczety or 1naquu11ty in the distribution of weslth.
Hence they do not have our capitalistic incentives sy
fear of poverty, socigl dl ﬁlnctlouz Or pecuniary reverd.,
On the other hand, the Unity is enatleq bty itis
form of orgeanization to geep its religion 2nd its astro-
nomical beliefs, to secure social and economic equalivy
among its wmembers, and probably to lessen internal ctru -
gles and conflicts within the group. It provides jroctor
leisure and ease, less strain, fatigue and overwsri, Lo
fear of poverty, .uore freedom from competition, oui
greater safety in 0ld aze and sickness. 1t prozoily
é sec&res bettér health and longer life, and it securas

greater love of work, a greater unanimity of surz:ce,
@ —

more freedom of thought, and greszter opportuaity I

reflective thinking, than does our system of colit..oit.

L Vids, Bristol, L. ., Socisl .dantotisa, ani .-
other writings of Professor Bristol.

i
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After -all, in this catalog of differences, what is
desirable and what undesirable, what is important and
ﬁhat unimportant? Vhat will make for a betlter social
organization, for a higher iype of life, for more social

- progress? AtApresent there is no agreement. Who cen say

what is best?
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